FLOWER CHILDREN

(Countercultural Movement)

Donald R. Fox

It was like flipping a channel on the TV.  The change was quick and disturbing.  I was in my early thirties when the change happened.  The change started in the early 1960’s.  This youth orientated movement startled us. We could not figure out the why of the transformation.  From all accounts the movement originated here in the USA.  This faction grew rapidly around the world communities.  The appearance, dress and etc. of our youth and other age groups changed almost overnight.  From long held traditional men’s haircuts unto feminine hairstyles became commonplace. Clean-shaven men grew untidy beards and let their hair grow unkempt. The dress code was flamboyant and very strange for my generation. Music changed from long held traditional understandable lyrics and melodies unto psychedelic rock and the like.  

Rebellion of past norms was the driving factor for many. Some young and rebel older folks embraced an obvious and brazen sexual revolution. The desire for abnormal scruples enticed some to use such mind-altering drugs as LSD.  An onslaught of low moral values systems greatly influenced popular music, movies and television. This cultural diversity rejected traditional religions and the quest for Eastern philosophy became the standard.  The “anything goes generation” was born. It was the period of hippies!

I was employed as a fulltime National Guardsman during this period of hippie way of life.  This cultural protest had an influence on some of our young soldiers.  Our men started to come to weekend drill with long hair that was not in compliance with Army regulations. What these soldiers were doing was conforming to this new rebel culture.  I placed a large sign on the bulletin board for our Guardsmen to read. The notice read:  “Be a non-conformist, get a haircut.” It helped somewhat!  Some of the men started showing up for drill with a men’s wig.  Stuffed up in the wig was their long hair. With additional military discipline in accordance to regulations, all of my men complied with Army standards, like it or not.

A FEW QUOTES CONCERNING THE HIPPIE COUNTERCULTURAL MOVEMENT: “The counterculture of the 1960’s refers to a cultural protest movement that developed in the United States between 1960 and 1973 as a reaction against the poltical conservatism, and perceived social repression, that prevailed during the 1950’s. The movement gained momentum during the US governments extensire military intervention in Vietman.” (Reference: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

“Social anthropologist Jentri Anders has observed that a number of freedoms were endorsed within a countercultural community which she lived in and studied: "freedom to explore one’s potential, freedom to create one’s Self, freedom of personal expression, freedom from scheduling, freedom from rigidly defined roles and hierarchical statuses…" Additionally, Anders believed these people wished to modify children's education so that it didn't discourage "aesthetic sense, love of nature, passion for music, desire for reflection, or strongly marked independence…” (Reference: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

REAPING THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE COUNTERCULTURAL HIPPIE MOVEMENT:  Friends, are we not reaping the bitter fruit of pass generation’s sins?  Look at some present issues: (1) Same-sex marriage.  (2) Abortion is a national sin.  (3) Demands of the homosexual community to be recognized as normal. (4) Marriage and divorce problems. (5) The deterioration of the family unit. (6) Living together without legal marriage has become the custom along with an increase of babies born out of wedlock. (7) Overall crime increase. (8) Drug abuse. (9) Vulgar speech and the exploitation of sexuality in the so-called entertainment business which includes X rated movies and TV. (10) Pornography along with increase of sexual abuse of children.  All these and more is the reaping of the counterculture “anything goes” movement. The seeds of immoral behaviors are carry over to our present generation.

“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind:” (Hosea 8:7) (KJV)

” Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Galatians 6:7-8) (KJV)

OBSERVATION:  In the passing of time, these Flower Children grew up.  Some changed their views back to more normal standards.  Some are now leaders in the business and political realm. With that said, many still carry within themselves the lawlessness and false concept of the counterculture freedoms that bred the rebellion of proper standards of right and wrong.   We are as we were, unless we repent, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3) (KJV)

NOTE:  See essay entitled “SHOCKED TO ACCEPTANCE” for an additional study on this type of subject.
 

 

