FORT DEVENS RECEPTION STATION

(You’re In The Army Now)

Donald R. Fox

I have before me an old picture of a group of fifty nice looking men.  The photograph was taken March 9, 1951, at the Reception Station, Fort Devens, Massachusetts.  All of us came from New York, and we were being processed before we started our basic training.  In our very new fatigue uniforms, the majority of us were smiling per the instructions of the professional photographer.   A few other observations may be interesting.  The majority of the young men were drafted in the Army.  They were older, maybe up to twenty-five years old.  A very few of us were younger by several years.  I am in the group picture. I was eighteen years old.  Most of us younger men enlisted in the Regular Army and not drafted.

From my experience, I can vouch that these older men who were drafted into the Army were not bitter.  Note that I said, from my experience.  I always tried to associate with decent soldiers who had values.  With that said, certainly bad apples had dishonorable discharges and the like. Men I associated with never complained about the draft or serving their country.  Most draftees’s served their two years and returned to civilian life.  An era of doing one's duty toward our country was embedded in all of us.   

We stayed at Fort Devens for our basic training with the 278th RC Team, an activated Tennessee Army National Guard unit.  Extracted from Wikipedia the free encyclopedia, please note the following, “278th Regimental Combat Team (RCT) was ordered into active Federal service on 1 September 1950 at home stations and moved to Fort Devens, Massachusetts. Individual soldiers from the 278th RCT were sent to 8th US Army in Korea as replacements. The 1st Battalion remained in Fort Devens as a training battalion, 2d Battalion was sent to Iceland for garrison duty. Released from Federal service on 8 September 1954 and reverted to state control.” Many of the Officers and NCO’s who trained us, were World War Two veterans.  These men were in their late twenties and thirties plus.  Yes sir, they knew their stuff and gave us excellent training.  I left basic training after eight weeks a qualified Light Weapons Infantryman.

TO SERVE OR NOT TO SERVE

Can a Christian serve his country in the military? This proposition has been debated for years.  The following is furnished for your consideration:  “Is civil government good for man? To ask this question is to answer it.  The entire weight of history answers yes. Good government spells security and contentment.  Bad government brings fear, and want, and discontent.  No government at all means chaos and dispair. “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” (Proverbs 29:2) The apostle to the Gentiles plainly teaches that government is necessary: “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same. . . for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil..” (Romans 13:1-7) (Extracted in part from page 245, “The Christian and the Government” by Foy E. Wallace, Jr., furnishing a reproduction of a booklet “Christians In Uniform” by Fred A. Amick.  Above quote from “Christians In Uniform”) For additional study see an essay entitled “FRANKLIN CAMP ON CHRISTIANS IN THE MILITARY”.   “Military power wins battles, but spiritual power wins wars” General George Catlett Marshall  (1880-1959)

SOLDIERS OF CHRIST CARRY OUT THEIR MISSION

 “Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier on service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please him who enrolled him as a soldier.” (2 Timothy 2:3,4 ASV) “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.” (Mark 16:15,16 ASV)

NOTE:  For information on the 278th Regimental Combat Team see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/278th_Armored_Cavalry_Regiment_(United_States)#Korean_War 

NOTE:  Last draftee to retire from the Army: http://www.military.com/news/article/last-vietnamera-draftee-retiring-from-army.html?ESRC=army-a.nl Side note:  It is now understood that the military had found one more draftee that is still on active duty. I do not have a source for this information.   However, it matters not. The point is that the last draftee’s are now a very rare breed.
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