FRANKLIN CAMP ON CHRISTIANS IN THE MILITARY

Donald R. Fox

The year was 1971 and I was preaching for a small congregation in the rural community of Eggville, Mississippi.  This experience with these fine brethren was most pleasant and rewarding for the first two years.  We were enjoying excellent harmony!  Although, I was preaching/teaching on a full-time basis, I also had a secular job.  I worked for the Mississippi Army National Guard as an Administrative-Supply Technician for an Army Aviation Unit in Tupelo, Mississippi.  My Armory was located at the ole Fairgrounds and was not too far from the community of Eggville. 

Unfortunately, some of the men at Eggville church started to complain about my military affiliation.  The charge was, “If Don wants to preach, he needs to get out of that uniform.” With prayer and individual study, I pondered this charge.  I wrote a letter to a fine Christian gentleman and a Biblical scholar, Franklin Camp concerning this problem, asking his advises.  I would like to share with you his response for your edification.  Please note Brother Camp’s letter to me, written in the summer of 1972:

“ Dear Brother Fox:

I am in a VBS but will take a moment to reply to your letter. Now to your question.

Yes, I think a Christian can serve in the armed services or as a policeman.  The difficulty in connecting with this question has come about as the result of not distinguishing between Judaism and Christianity.  Judaism included civil as well as religious.  It was national and therefore could include both.  Christianity is universal instead of national.  Thus the separation of the civil and religious.  But a Christian lives in both areas.  The Christian cannot take things into his own hands and this is the meaning of the passages that people use to try to show that a Christian cannot serve as a soldier.  But the state can use force, indeed it must, and when a Christian serves as a policeman he is acting as an agent of the state and not on his own.  The Bible authorizes capital punishment. The state has the right and the responsibility to do this.  When the Supreme Court said not they were saying they knew more than God.

The law said Thou shall not kill.  Ex 20   But in the very next chapter God authorized capital punishment.  Ex 21:12.  Surely God did not contradict in this chapter what he had said in the previous chapter.  Sometimes brethren foolishly say that if a criminal was breaking in their house they would stand by turning the other cheek while he killed his wife or children.  Ex 22:2 shows the right of self-defense.  This shows that Ex 20 just means that Murder is wrong.  Ex 22:2 was not murder.  This is why if a policeman shot a robber he would not be guilty of murder.  The state has the authority to do so.  The policeman is just acting as an agent of the state.  The Christian would come in the same category.  The church cannot take a gun and force people to accept the gospel but the state cannot apply spiritual laws in its realm.  Suppose a criminal was brought to trail and he said Judge I am sorry, if the spiritual laws of the church had to be applied in this case the judge would have to turn him loose.  Matt. 18:21 This would have to be repeated every time he was brought back.  This would completely destroy civil law.  A law without a penalty amounts to no law.  Herein lies the difference.  I can find no evidence that a Christian cannot serve in the armed services if he so desires.  There is no evidence that Cornelius resigned from the army after he became a Christian.  Let someone prove that he did.  If as they say he could not serve why did Luke not report this getting out.

I hope this will be of some help to you.

Sincerely J. F. C.”

NOTE:  Franklin Camp’s letter was transcribed as written with the exception of correcting some typographical errors.  (Joseph Franklin Camp, 1915-1991)  

See:    http://www.therestorationmovement.com/alabama/Camp01.htm  

NOTE:  For additional study of this subject see essay entitled “Christians In The Military”.  
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