FRANKLY SPEAKING
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An outspoken, candid person is sometimes admired.  Such like people say what they think many times without reservation. Is this a good trait, maybe yes maybe no?  It is according to what is in their heart. We remember the words of Jesus, “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh….That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” (Matthew 12:34 & 36)  Have we ever been around a crude person that says what they think, and they could not care less who hears them? Embarrassing isn’t it?

In the Epistle of James, Chapter 3, much is said about the tongue and its dangers, “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity….but the tongue can no man tame…” (James 3:6 & 8) We all desire honesty when we talk to people. However, we must guard against being “brutally honest”. And haven’t we been around people that delight in being “brutally honest”? With tact coupled with love and honesty, truth will prevail with kindness. With frankness there must be principles in place in order to say that which is uplifting, honest and sound to all that hear us.

“Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” (Colossians 4:6)  In frankness people need to know the truth “…but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:” (Ephesians 4:15) “…but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear:” (1 Peter 3:15)

So my friends in all frankness both, you and I need to adhere to the Word of God.  Only then, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
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