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As I had mentioned in time past, the last five years of my formal working experience was spent as an Alcohol/Drug Counselor, Region III, Chemical Treatment Program, in the Tupelo, Mississippi area. The job was interesting and rewarding in that I was able to help many clients, men to renew a functional, normal life.  I saw many lives turned around and families/friendships renewed to a normal manner.
A technique, approach I used on many occasions was to show my clients what they were missing because they had “burned all bridges”, “family ties” and “wrecked friendships” due to Alcohol/Chemical abuse.

I thought about friendship recently as I met for coffee at a local restaurant with an ole friend and a new friend I had met because of our mutual friend. 
In talking to clients I would use the following illustration, if I was mugged while on a trip, far from home and all of my money was taken from me, I could go to a Police Station and ask to make a telephone call.  The telephone call could be placed to a multitude of friends and family “back home”.  All these friends and kinsmen would say something like, Don, stay where you are, I will send you money, or I will drive there and pick you up, etc.  This is the type of friendship we all need, one that would go that “second mile” (See Matthew 5:41) to help and not “forsaken” (See 2 Corinthians 4:9) in the time of distress. I am sure most people that live their lives by principles can say I too can obtain help when I need it.
“Do not protect yourself by a fence, but rather by your friends.” (Czech Proverb)
“When the character of a man is not clear to you, look at his friends.” (Japanese Proverb)

Note this guiding principle concerning friends and friendship, “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24)  I have many friends that are closer than my blood kin, how about you?
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