GENDER NEUTRAL LANGUAGE

(Political Correctness Gone To Seed)

Donald R. Fox

On March 18, 2009, I received an article via www.LifeSiteNews.com entitled “EU to Eliminate “Mrs.” And “Miss” in Favor of “Gender Neutral” Language” by Hilary White.  Note the article in part:

“Officials of the European Union have issued a booklet for EU Parliamentary staff, saying that the use of "Miss" and "Mrs" for women, as well as such terms as "statesman" and "fireman," are to be banned on the grounds that they are "sexist." 

Any honorifics that distinguish between a married and an unmarried woman in any language are to be banned as well, including "Madame" and "Mademoiselle," "Frau" and "Fraulein," "Senora" and "Senorita." Instead, staff are asked not to use any form of honorific and merely to address women by their names. 
 
"Gender-specific" terms, such as "statesman," are to be replaced with gender-free alternatives, such as "political leader."

When I read the article, I was reminded of the introduction on my web site.  Notice what I wrote:  “In our present generation we are faced with a variety of changing ethics and morals. People have a problem understanding and determining what is right or wrong. Normal is not normal any longer. Our thought process has changed greatly over the years. Hopefully our essays will home in on subjects that are interesting and informative. Subject material gleamed from my past experiences and current studies and observations. Frankly, our aim is to make us think and regroup with the true fixed standards of conduct based on the Word of God, the Bible.”    

Gender neutral language and such nonsense is political correctness gone to seed. With this new policy in the European Union, respectful and courteous language will be lost. “Yes, Sir” would be replaced with “Yeah” or additional colloquialism slang language like “Yaya” or  maybe “Yes, Person”.  Why not call each other comrade? This new language has gone beyond Europe.  Here in the USA we are admonished to call the “mail man” the “mail person” or “postal worker”. Or our “congressman/congresswoman” could be “congress person”.

The driving force behind some of this nonsensical language changing may well be the feminist, bi-sexual, gay right, to include same-sex marriage movements and etc.   There is a mix-up of moral integrity.  Some seem to think that right is wrong and wrong is right. 

 “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:20-21) 

There are Biblical solutions to these ungodly changes within our societies.  Solutions, answers to our problems are contained within the Word of God. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructions in righteouness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
REFERENCE:  For Hilary White’s Complete Article See: http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/mar/09031806.html  

SIDE NOTE:  We now understand that our government (USA) has determined that the phrase, “War on Terrorism” and the like, will not be used any longer. Our new Homeland Security Secretary, Janet Napolitano states, since “War on Terror” is not appropriate, what we are now engaged in is, “The war on man-caused disasters.”  We Guess, “War on Terrorism” is too offensive to radical Islamic terrorists and maybe Europe in general.  What nonsense!

ON A PERSONAL NOTE:  On a few occasions some have written to me, stating that essays like, “Gender Neutral Language” are not germane or are not proper Biblical subjects.  A few have asked to be removed from our mailing list because I have addressed ethical/moral problems in our society.  One fine brother in Christ, a citizen of India, asked recently to be removed from our mailing list. He stated that our essays were not applicable to citizens of India or to Indian Christians.  I have tried to address some of these negative changes in our own society and in our worldwide community in general.  It is my judgement that issues that affects our ethical/moral interplay as citizens and Christians are relevant and are proper Biblical subjects. We understand that all peoples of the world have their own customs and traditions.  Christianity does not have an influence on customs/traditions, all of which are proper within themselves, such as dress, what we eat, etc.  As long as customs/traditions do not contradict or go beyond the Word of God, they are acceptable.  Biblical principles will stand no matter what world community we find ourselves living in.

