GENERAL ORDER NUMBER 1 AND ACTS 5:29

(U. S. Central Command’s General Order No. 1)

Donald R. Fox

What has happened to the American way?  During World War Two and with its successful conclusion many good changes were accomplished. With new or regained freedoms, opportunities for Christian evangelism became common in the Far East and Europe. During these years Christians, who wore the military uniform of the United States of America, established congregations all over the world community. These Christians were following the marching orders of our Lord Jesus Christ.  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20 KJV)
An early missionary to Germany after WW2 was Otis Gatewood.  “In 1946 Otis Gatewood and Paul Sherrod, a Broadway elder, made a survey trip through Germany to determine the best place to start mission work. This was only one year after the end of the war and the nation was still devastated. The two men met with General Lucius Clay in Berlin. General Clay was the Deputy Military Governor of the occupation forces in Germany. As a result of their survey, they decided the best place to start the work was in Frankfurt and they received permission for Otis and Roy Palmer to enter Germany in 1947. These were the first two religious workers allowed into post-war Germany. Roy Palmer, who has done mission work not only in Germany but in Africa, is with us today. During the first few years of their work in Frankfurt, over 600,000 individuals, including the Lord Mayor of Frankfurt, were helped with food and clothing.”  (Extracted from: http://www.therestorationmovement.com/gatewood.htm)
Yes, now we live in a politically correct era.  We don’t want to offend anyone.  We have put aside our God given rights.  I will also add our rights as Americans.  Why?  To appease those who dislike our way of life and the Christian faith? 

To the point, American Armed Forces personnel have been ordered via U.S. Central Command’s General Order No. 1; they cannot comply with the Great Commission.  Admiral Mullen said, “General Order No. 1 specifically forbids “proselytizing of any faith, religion or practice.” Reference:  http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123147725
Christians in uniform are faced with a moral dilemma.  There is a God given principle that supersedes the dictates of men.  “But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29 ASV)  Our Declaration of Independence states in part that we “are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights…” By inspiration the apostle Peter understood this God ordained intrinsic concept.
There is an enormous need to regroup and reclaim the American way.  We will never soothe those who do not desire true peace.  To regain our heritage and standards must become a primary goal.

NOTE:  For additional information on this subject see essays entitled “EVANGELICAL EXPANSION AFTER WW2” and ‘KOREA AFTER WW2”.
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