GETTING THINGS DONE

Donald R. Fox

I was looking at a news program on TV concerning the events that led up to and after the terrible hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast in 2005. We all remember the confusion, the mismanagement, the inefficiency, the blame game, and the finger pointing of governmental agencies. The functions of overall government agencies were, for the most part, not getting the job done.  It was pointed out during the program that there are too many regulations and procedures to adhere to. That may be true, but in an emergency, there must be the ingenuity and the need to overcome the red tape. It is my experience that when something must get done, you must by-pass the clerks and get to the person in command.  That’s how you get things done. Leaders must have enough common sense and guts to side step the bureaucracy in times of life and death.  

With this thought of getting things done, I remember, although a youngster, how our nation responded to December 7th, 1941, the start of WW2 for us Americans.  The world was already at war with Germany and Japan.  For years, we saw the aggressive nature of both Germany and Japan.  The death and destruction were well documented and understood.  We'd better get things done fast, or else we will no longer be a free nation.  It was bone-chilling reality and we had to by-pass the red tape.  Negativity of any sort was put aside if they stood in the way of completing the mission.  The casual minded folks were left behind. The orders were: let’s get it done.  Please see the following three paragraphs of an essay on the “Mindset of WW 2”.  This may give you the feel of our nation that put the slacker and the slipshod, out-of-the-way.

“…. It is my desire to draw a comparison with the World War II era and our present time. Please observe that there are no periods of human history that are perfect.  That we can count on! I used the word mindset to try to show the frame of mind, we Americans had during the war years of the 1940’s and now in our current times. The World War II age group is now called the greatest generation.  For the most part, these were raised during the great depression years and before.  Younger folks need to understand and learn from this bygone time.

December 7th, 1941, a date my generation cannot forget.  Young and old men lined up to volunteer for the Armed Forces.  Within a very short time the cream of our men were in uniform. Sport heroes and established movie stars, some over the hill, age wise, volunteered to defend our nation.  My own Father, age 43, with a wife and five children, a World War One combat veteran, wounded twice in France, enlisted in the Army Air Force. We displayed a star in our window, indicating one person was serving.  Soon we started to see gold stars in our neighbor’s windows, signifying that they had lost a loved one in service to our country.

Almost overnight our peacetime factories were converted, re-tooled to produce equipment to defend our nation.  Civilian car production was halted.    Rationing of food products: meats, sugar, coffee, etc. and other items such as gasoline, car tires were commonplace.  Everything changed, victory gardens sprung up in cities like New York. Cooking grease was collected and turned into the butcher shops. This old grease would be used to produce explosives. Recycling of tires, metal and other items were collected by us young kids. In big cites, especially on the east and west coast, we had air raid warnings; these were very common. Older men were diligent air raid wardens!  Women rolled up their sleeves, replacing men who went to war, working 24-hour shifts in our defense plants. All this and more, without an outcry from those left behind within the borders of the USA.  The complete home front was basically wholeheartedly in support. Our goal of defeating those that had waged war against us and to bring about peace was definite.  Our Presidents Roosevelt and then Truman led our nation with firmness and strength of mind, coupled with compassion. They and we citizens were of one mind to stay the course and to get the job done. What a wonderful and united mindset!”  

CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE PERSISTENT IN THE WORK OF OUR LORD (THERE IS WORK TO BE DONE)

 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20 KJV)
 “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” (2 Corinthians 4:1-4 KJV)

“Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:6-10 KJV)
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