GOING BACK HOME

Donald R. Fox

According to my birth certificate, I was born at Camp City, Ulmer Park, Brooklyn, NY.  No, you can’t find Camp City, Ulmer Park on a map any longer.  I have some old maps dated 1909, 1922 and 1929 of the Bath Beach neighborhood, Ulmer Park area.  The 1922 map of Ulmer Park, Camp City had over l00 buildings/houses on it.  A later map, dated 1929 had additional houses/bungalows on it. To obtain information on this forgotten neighborhood is almost impossible. For the last ten years or so I have communicated with two former residents of Camp City.  Mary is older than me and has a wealth of memories and information concerning Camp City. Mary was very familiar with my mother’s side of our family. My other Camp City friend is Dick. He is a year younger than me, and he does not remember his birthplace too much.  Camp City was destroyed because of the construction of a new highway system, the Belt Parkway.  This parkway was completed in 1939.  All the residents of Camp City had to vacate their homes by 1938.  A killer hurricane in 1938 slammed into the Northeastern coast. Camp City was in its path, and I am just about sure many of us moved after this great storm.  I was six plus years old when my parents and three Fox kids moved.

The following is a very brief historical notation on Ulmer Park. “…Coney Island entertainment beckoned, but Bath Beach also had its own amusement park. Opened in 1893 by Ulmer Brewery of Brooklyn and advertised as a ‘family resort.’ Ulmer Park offered rides, a dance hall, and swimming. A residential community grew up around it that remained after the park closed in 1899.” (Page 2, The Neighborhoods of Brooklyn, Introduction by Kenneth T. Jackson, John B. Manbeck, Consulting Editor, Yale University Press)  Ulmer Park maps showed an abandoned “Merry Go Round”, part of the rides when it was open.  Gravesend Bay provided the swimming area.  I visited the area where Camp City was located in 2002, and you cannot find any evidence that it existed.  There is no historical marker in remembrance of Ulmer Park family resort or Camp City community. This proves that most of the time you, and I, cannot go back. Time and circumstances change both physical properties and remembrance very quickly.  Can we ascertain spiritual lessons from the lost community of Camp City?  I think so!

GOING BACK TO THE BIBLE

We are grateful that the Bible, the Word of God is not lost in time.  It stays fresh, stable and sound for the redeeming of mankind.  Going back is not a problem, but a wonderful experience.  Man may pollute the message provided mankind via the New Testament of Jesus Christ.  There are multitudes of denominations, all claiming to “go by the Bible”. It only takes a short time to discover that man- made creed-bound denominations have driven believers far from God’s Will.  Believers must return, go back to the Bible.  Only the Bible allows us to go back and renew one’s desire to do the will of God.
“All human creeds are obstacles and barriers to the unity and peace of those who profess to be the people of God and the servants of Jesus Christ. People in their religious life, faith, and practice would be infinitely better off if all the creeds, disciplines, and confessions of faith, as bonds of union and communion should pass out of existence, disappear from the earth, and their very names pass into oblivion. They do not consolidate nor unite the people of God. They divide and dismember them. They segregate groups into sectarian parties and denominational churches.” (Extracted from article via Beacon, dated 6/21/10 “Human Creeds vs. the Bible” by G.H.P. Showalter, deceased)

Religious divisions can be corrected and unity can be obtained.  All it takes is a going back to the Word of God.

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, unto my feet, and a light unto my path. I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.” (Psalm 119:105-106 KJV)
 beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:1-6 KJV) “Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” (Psalm 25: 4-5 KJV) “Thy word is a lamp

CONCLUSION: The Belt Parkway Highway system destroyed the location/place of my birth. For the most part, Camp City is unknown. In the passing of time such things happen. Yet, I rejoice in the knowledge that man-made religions and creeds of all kinds cannot destroy the true source of God’s will for mankind.  The Bible, the Word of God stands fast.  Secular empires, kingdoms, dictators, tyrants and all sorts of evil workings have systemically tried to destroy the Bible to no avail. There it stands! God be thanked!  

NOTE:  NEW ENGLAND HURRICANE OF 1938: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Hurricane_of_1938  
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