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I must admit that I have always been overly sensitive in many ways.  It isn’t that I get my feelings hurt, but I am keenly aware of those that do not practice good manners. I know some folks that do not have a shred of social graces about them. On a personal level, those that are close to me, friends, family, brethren In Christ, I expect, maybe too much.  We all, however, need to show and practice good manners.  When we give a congratulation card with a $20.00 bill to a High School graduate or a gift for a bridal shower, or something along that line, we expect a thank you card or a personal eye-to-eye thank you.  I believe courtesy demands such, or maybe I am just overly sensitive!

In the wonderful book, “Lessons from the Parables” concerning the parable of the great supper. (See Luke 14:15-24 and Matthew 22:1-14) The author Neil R. Lightfoot writes about the master’s response to the impolite and neglectful guests. “But each man, for one reason or another, began to beg off and would not come. The servant returned and reported this to his master.  The master was burned with anger.  If his friends were not going to come, they should have declined at the first invitation and not have waited until the last moment.”  Why was the master so angered? Answer, his friends did not show a proper attitude. Their behavior was not courteous.  They were frivolous and uncaring.  They had poor manners, lacking proper culture.

“Be not deceived: Evil companionship corrupt good manners.” (I Cor.15: 33)

In Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, the word manner(s) carries the idea of “a habit, custom, ethical conduct, morals.”  Webster’s English Dictionary the word manners imply the same thought: “ways of social behavior; deportment; polite ways of social behavior, etc.”

So good manners is good, know doubt about it!
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