GOVERNOR PLINY
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In the pre-denominational era, which is before creeds and the rise of a divided Christianity, Christians worshiped in a fixed authorized manner.  This fixed manner of worship and work of the early church is clearly described in the New Testament of Jesus Christ. As one reads “The Acts of the Apostles”, the beginning of the church, early evangelism in obedience to the “Great Commission”, doctrine is abundantly and clearly manifested.  

Further we can go to secular sources, history to learn how Christians worshiped before man made ideas, creeds polluted pure worship.  Now isn’t that interesting?  Notice please, “The earliest description of the Christian worship is given us by a heathen, the younger Pliny, A.D. 109, in his well-known letter to Trajan, which embodies the result of his judicial investigations in Bithynia.  According to this, the Christians assembled on an appointed day (Sunday) at sunrise, sang responsively a song to Christ as to God, and then pledged themselves by an oath not to do any evil work. To commit no theft, robbery, nor adultery, not to break their word, not sacrifice property intrusted to them.  Afterwards (at evening) they assembled again, to eat ordinary and innocent food (the agape). This account of a Roman official then bears witness to the primitive observance of Sunday, the separation of the love-feast from the morning worship (with the communion), and the worship of Christ as God in song.” (History of the Christian Church, Volume 2, by Philip Schaff, page 222)

Pliny was a lawyer, an author and was Governor of Pontus and Bithynia from 109 to 111 A. D. “From his letter to the emperor we learn that Christ was a real person, that He was worshipped as divine, that His followers were accustomed to meet on a stated day for worship, that there were many Christians and they were terribly persecuted by the Roman authorities.” (Why We Believe the Bible, by George W. Dehoff, page 92)

If we can learn much truth from a heathen, just think how much we can learn from the Word of God? “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” (Titus 1:9)
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