GRATEFULNESS

Donald R. Fox

Over the years I have pondered why it seems that some people do not show gratitude.  Is it because they are not grateful for what has been done for them or the gift they received?  Or is it that some do not recognize the need to express gratefulness?  It may be that they are glad for what they received, a gift or good deed done for them and it just does not enter their mind to say thank you?  It may be that some people are just self-centered or do not understand the need for such social graces coupled with other negative character traits.  I will continue to ponder why the lack of gratitude in some! 

What is so troubling about the lack of showing, expressing gratitude, is that many that are ingrates basically are good people, even Christian brethren, friends and relatives.  This again raises the question, “Why can’t people express, show gratitude”?

Certainly the teachings of Jesus Christ are clear concerning gratefulness.   What is the problem:  lack of concern, lack of sensitivity, lack of upbringing, a self-centered person or another character flaw?  Only the individual suffering from this blemish of character can answer the question, why don’t they show gratitude?

Alas, ingratitude has always been with mankind.  Luke 17:12-18 “And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.  And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests.  And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.  And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God.  And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.  And Jesus answering, said, Where there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?  There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.  And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.”


One out of ten showed a grateful attitude.  Guess the human race hasn’t changed too much!
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