GREATER LOVE

DONALD R. FOX

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life, for his friends.” (John 15:13) Guy N. Woods in his commentary on John states, “The prepositional phrase in the clause, “that a man lay down his life for his friends.” Is literally, in behalf of his friends, or in their places….History, both sacred and profane, provides examples of this and those who are willing to make the supreme sacrifice earn perpetual earthly fame…still a greater love shown by our Lord who dies, not only for his friends, but also for his enemies! (Rom. 5:8, 9)” (Gospel Advocate Commentary on John, pages 327-328)

We marvel at the inner strength and courage one has to give his life for his fellow man, truly a “heroic act”. “A strong Moral principle, like any other Spring of Action, shows its strength by the activity, vigour, and inventiveness which it calls out in the mind…the course chosen implies self-devotion, or the sacrifice of strong special affections, along with great courage or fortitude, the act becomes an Heroic Act.” (The Elements of Morality, by William Whewell, page 302)

In his classic work, “A Tale of Two Cities” Charles Dickens weaves a story revolving around the French Revolution. In a somewhat complex mini-plot, a love story is unfolded.  The main character I believe is one that has little ambitions and may be a little irresponsible, a lawyer Sydney Carton. A friend and rival in a love affair is Charles Darney. Darney is sentenced to death. Carton gets one of the jailers to allow him excess to the jail.  They drug Darney. Exchange clothes and Sydney Carton takes the place of Darney.  Ready to be executed on the guillotine Carton declares, “It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done, it is a far, far better rest that I go to than I have ever known.” Even with human heroic acts, all must face, give an account to our God. “For God shall bring every work into judgment...”  (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

Jesus died for his friends and enemies, shall we deny him?  “Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which I command you” (John 15:14) “If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” (John 14:23)
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