GRIT

Donald R. Fox

Most of us enjoy a good western movie.  One of my favorites is “True Grit” (1969) staring John Wayne.  The story line is simple, a fourteen year old girl hirers an aging U.S. Marshal “Rooster Cogburn” to help avenge her father’s death.  She needs one that has true grit and the ole Marshal fits the bill.  I always felt that the one that had true grit and character was the young girl. "Mattie Ross” played to the hilt by Kim Darby.

Part of Webster’s definition of grit is “obstinate courage; brave perseverance; pluck”. Pluck means “guts, resolve, backbone, etc.” We admire people who have stubborn, persistent resolve. Sometimes we say he/she has character.  Meaning this person has “moral strength, self discipline; moral constitution, fortitude, etc.”  People who will do that which is right regardless of the obstacles they must overcome have grit, pluck and character. 

History abounds with people who have endured hardships, braved adverse conditions in order to achieve rightness.  For the greater part evil driven people are too self obsessed, egotistical to endure hardships.  Evil, self-centered and like type individuals do not fit the general appraisal of braving perseverance that is universally understood as an excellent, high-quality, positive character trait.
We are compelled to think of the great obstinate courage of the Apostles of Jesus Christ and a host of First Century Christians as they faced huge obstacles in the preaching the Gospel of Christ to a world bent on sin. Simon Greenleaf (1783-1853) in his great work, “Testimony of the Evangelists” gives scholarly credibility to the four Gospel accounts. The evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John exhibiting grit; pluck as a goodly part of their moral fiber. Simon Greenleaf writes, “…that men ordinarily speak the truth, when they have no prevailing motive or inducement to the contrary…much more is it applicable to the evangelists, whose testimony went against all their worldly interests.  The great truths which the apostles declared, where that Christ had risen from the dead, and that only though repentance from sin, and faith in him, could men hope for salvation.  This doctrine they asserted with one voice, everywhere, not only under the greatest discouragements, but in the face of the most appalling terrors that can we presented to the mind of man.”  (Page 28-29, Testimony of the Evangelists, Simon Greenleaf)  

With “moral constitution” facing “the greatest discouragements…in the face of the most appalling terrors”, the Apostles along with other New Testament heroes, the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Great Commission was preached with grand resolve and bravery. “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and in the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

NOTE: Simon Greenleaf was one of the founders of the Harvard Law School.
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