GULLIBLE

Donald R. Fox

I subscribe to a local weekly newspaper called “The Lee Country Courier."  It is an interesting newspaper. I especially like the editor's articles dealing with history of Lee County, Mississippi.  A regular contributor to the Courier is Mr. Jim High of Tupelo, Mississippi.  Mr. High’s articles are on a variety of subjects.  He started a regular column entitled “What matters most."  With that lead sentence, he adds the topic to be discussed. On March 18, 2010, Mr. High had his article entitled, “What matters most –Open your mind”. His first paragraph reads, “Do you have an open mind? Is the window of your soul open for fresh ideas and the understanding of Truth? Or is it closed and shuttered by mental laziness that stifled your education? Are you holding on to the emotional congestion we call prejudice, both of other people and of other ideas?”

After going into the history of scientific discoveries that showed how minds were changed from old thoughts to the truth, Mr. High correctly gives a few examples. “Galileo was persecuted for saying that the earth went around the sun; Pasteur was branded a quack for advancing the germ theory of disease;” Mr. High then gets into the story line of his article as follows, “When I was in high school our church youth group met every Sunday evening after church at the Methodist parsonage for fellowship and discussion with the pastor, who at the time was Reverend Cliff Newman. Although he only served our church two years before he retired, those two years of regular Sunday night sessions, we called them After Glow, changed my life forever. Cliff Newman had an open mind and he taught all of us to approach life with an open mind. One evening the subject of Hell came up when someone, I can’t remember who, probable me, asked if Hell was a real place under the earth where bad people went to be burned with fire for all eternity. Cliff Newman didn’t bat an eye and said immediately there was no such place as Hell, and we should not worry about it.”  

After additional false teaching by Cliff Newman, Mr. High, continued with the Hell question and concluded at the end of his article, “This made such perfect sense to all of us, I don’t think any of us believe in Hell again.”  What Cliff Newman taught made “perfect sense” to these young folks. We ask, Mr. High, “Sir, do you believe what the Bible teaches?”  What does Jim do with the abundance of scriptures that teach the doctrine of Hell?  For an example, how will Jim respond to Luke 16:19-31, the rich man and Lazarus?  What kind of a penknife will Mr. High need to cut out the numerous verses concerning Hell and punishment for the wicked in both the Old and New Testaments?  What other teachings will Mr. High be denying if one such as Cliff Newman says, “We should not worry about it”?  What next may be the rejection of “The Acts of the Apostles”? After all, the examples of conversion are included in The Acts.  Does Jim believe? “He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”(Mark 16:16)(KJV) Mr. High’s pick, choose or reject Bible teaching by “an open mind” philosophy does not make “perfect sense'” to any that truly believes God’s Word, the Bible.

Why did Mr. High accept and call Cliff Newman “Reverend”?  Why does Jim put such trust and exalt mere man?  Note that the word “reverend” is used in the Bible one time, and it refers to God Almighty.  

“He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.”(Ps. 111:9-10)(KJV)

Instead of an open mind, I suggest that Mr. Jim High is religiously gullible.  The word gullible is defined in part as: easily deceived, cheated or duped. (Reference: Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary)  Because of his denial of what the Bible teaches, I determine that Jim does not trust or believe the Word of God. He would rather put his faith into the deceiving words of man. Sad indeed!
“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”(Ephesians 4:14)(KJV)
“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.” (Ephesians 5:6)(KJV)

NOTE: For additional study on a similar subject see essays entitled: “EXALTATION OF MEN”, “REVEREND SO AND SO” and “PREROGATIVE”. Underlining for emphasis. DRF
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