HARD SAYINGS

(And There Implications)

Donald R. Fox

You are fired!  Sorry, your job position has been eliminated!  It’s very late at night. There is a knock on the door and there stands a policeman.  Sir, it is my sad duty to inform you that your son/daughter has been killed in a car crash.  Yes, hard sayings with dreadful life changing implications. The word implication is defined in part as “a meaning that is not expressly stated but can be inferred; "the significance of his remark became clear only later"; "the expectation was spread both by word and by implication”. (Reference: The Free Dictionary by Farlex)  I suggest that all of us have had like hard sayings come our way.  It would seem almost impossible for us frail humans to escape these life-altering events.  When we take the high moral biblical solution road, we are able to cope and survive.

HARD SAYINGS MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AND STUDIED BY THE CONTEXT GIVEN.

“I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world…. This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead : he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.  Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:51; 58-60)(KJV)

See: Coffman’s Commentary on John Chapter Six for a simple explanation of this hard saying: http://www.searchgodsword.org/com/bcc/view.cgi?book=joh&chapter=006  

BECAUSE OF HARD SAYINGS, HAVE WE CONCOCTED AND OBEYED OUR OWN PLAN OF SALVATION?
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” (2 Peter 3:13-18)

IS THE NEW TESTAMENT PLAN OF SALVATION A HARD SAYING FOR YOU?

What Must I Do To Be Saved?

Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).

                                                                                                                                                  Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7; Mark 16:15,16)

                                                                                                                                                  Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).

Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for the Remission of Sins (Acts 2:38)

Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).

Friends, the implication of not being obedient to our God is too important to wink at.  May we all be right in the sight of our Creator.  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14) (KJV) 
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