HARRY S. TRUMAN

(A President With True Grit)

DONALD R. FOX

I was a young teenager when World War Two ended with wonderful results.  The entire world was at peace at last.  There was much to do however.  Most of Europe and the Far East were in shambles from bombings and ground warfare.  Everything had to be rebuilt. Governments, the internal everyday workings of the economy, care for the masses of people, all had to be stabilized.  Our Nation “rolled up their sleeves” in the helping of re-establishing normalcy.  This effort would take years to accomplish. Here in the U.S.A. people were excited, full of hopefulness and ready to return to pre-war conditions again.

Labor Unions were eager to increase the workers wages since everything had been frozen when the war broke out.  Our President, Harry S. Truman, was a strong leader.  He would not allow union leaders, or anyone else, to drive the financial system too fast.  Groundwork needed to be worked out. Our trade and industry from war to peace had to be planned, the transition had to be smooth.  However, many, including labor unions, wanted everything now.  Note below what happened when President Truman reacted to union demands.  As Harry S. Truman was always fond of saying, “the buck stops here”.

“Word Has Just Been Received”: Truman Speaks on the Railroad Strike”

“Unions that continued to press beyond the general labor settlements established in the auto and steel industries after World War II found themselves facing an additional and powerful adversary—the federal government. In the spring of 1946, both coal miners and railroad workers staged nationwide strikes. President Harry Truman decided that the unions had gone too far, and after the railroad workers rejected a settlement, he seized control of the railroads. Despite the government takeover, the workers continued with their strike plans. As a result, on May 24, 1946, Truman issued an ultimatum declaring that the government would operate the railroads and use the army as strikebreakers. When the deadline passed, Truman went before Congress to seek the power to deny seniority rights to strikers and to draft strikers into the armed forces. Just as Truman reached the climax of his speech, he received a note saying that the strike was “settled on the terms proposed by the President.” After the congressional cheers died down, Truman proceeded with his prepared text.”   http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5137/
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers; for there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God…For, for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, attending continually unto this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13:1; 6-7)

In tough times, we need leaders to step up to the plate.  It is my prayer that our leaders in Washington, D.C. take much-needed lessons from Harry S. Truman.

CLOSING NOTE:  I wrote this essay to acknowledge one person, Harry S. Truman, as a figure or representative of other great leaders that have stood the test of time.  In addition to Truman I respected Franklin D. Roosevelt and our English cousin Winston Churchill of the WW2 era.  
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