HAUNTING MEMORIES

DONALD R. FOX

Many are haunted by ugly memories from our childhood years and beyond.  Haunting memories many times that are associated with sin that plagues us.  To escape such a hurtful recurrences is much desired.  Sometimes people are unkindly flippant about such as haunting as they say to you, “Just forget it."  This is impossible by most because of the deeply burned images that also include immoral practices.  Some people find it therapeutic to relive this type of haunting by discussing such with close intimate friends or a spouse. 

This type of haunting is a constant human factor among many of us.  It is helpful to know and to a degree, overcome or coup with such hurtful memories, to remember that even the best of us have this problem.  Remembering his past, the Apostle Paul lamented: “For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” (1 Corinthians 15:9)  Also see Galatians 1:13.  To remember innocent blood shed, “and when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him.” (Acts 22:20)  This and much more the Apostle Paul endured.

With haunting memories Paul through the inspired word gives us hope to overcome. Philippians 3:13 “…but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:8-9)  What wonderful privilege Christians have, to be the Children of God, to know forgiveness.  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)

Our Heavenly Father, it is our prayer that our haunting, hurtful memories will ease, and recurrence becomes less and less. As we draw closer to Almighty God, we have an assurance of His comfort during times of haunting memories. In Jesus Name, We Pray.  Amen!  

 “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” (James 4:8 KJV)
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