HURTING
Donald R. Fox

Some time ago I listened to four lessons recorded in 1998 by Leon Barnes.  The topic for all four lessons was “”Parents in Pain”.  I wish all could hear these excellent lessons on why people/parents hurt.  I would suppose that all of us have hurt due to sin, the actions of others.  How do we respond, how do we cope.  Some of the best people suffer because of the consequence of sin.  Too many folks just blame God.  Some people have embraced Calvinism, in that they believe God has predestinated everything.  Calvinism is a false doctrine!   Man has the power of choose; he can exercise his free will.  Remember Job’s friends, Job you have sinned; you’re hurting, suffering, why it is your entire fault.  Job called his friends, “miserable comforters” (Job 16:2)

Note a few illustrations.  Your Son or Daughter gets married and the one he/she marries is or becomes a reprobate.  O the hurt, the whole family suffers because of the actions of just one sinner.  My wife asks me to drive to the store and pick up a gallon of milk.  As I leave the store a drunk driver crashes his car into mine and I am killed.  My wife laments, “If only he left a minute later or earlier.  If only I did not ask him to pick up the milk…”, if only, if only.  Who do we blame?  We suffer hurt because of sin and the acting out of the free moral agency of man.  Man is at fault not God.

Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.”  This verse does not say that all things are good, but in God’s Providence all things can work out for good.  We frail human’s can only see the present hurt.  God can use His Providence, changing our hurt for good.  Well, how do I know its God Providence working?  We cannot know, why, well its God’s Providence.  Man cannot fathom the working of God.

Some have tried to hide away in Monasteries in search for peace, seclusion, shelter from the world.  That is not the answer.  We must remember all of us suffer pain, hurt because of the actions of others.  For the believer, peace and rest has come, now “...in Christ Jesus…he is our peace…” (Ephesians 2:13-14).  Further, be assured that “… God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, not crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)
NOTE:  For a further study on this theme see “TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCE”.   
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