I THOUGHT

Donald R. Fox

The year was about 1958, and I was in the Army stationed at Fort Devens, Mass. I was a Crew Chief on a H-21 helicopter. Something happened on the flight line that I recall until this good day.  My helicopter was down for routine maintenance along with a few other aircraft.  Several men started to congregate around an aircraft not far from mine.  I walked over to see “what was up”.  The crew chief assigned to that aircraft was sitting on the ground covering his face and shaking his head.  In the inspection of his aircraft, it was found that both mount bolts of the mid-transmission were very loose and the transmission could be moved back and forth by hand.  It was obvious that regular routine maintenance on this aircraft was negligent.  If the bolts came off or broke during flight, the whole aircraft would have come apart.  This was a very serious point of neglect that could have killed anyone flying in the aircraft.  Our negligent crew chief had a record of shoddy performance.  He thought that mechanics working on his aircraft would inspect these things.  In other words, he thought that others would take care of his responsibility.  “I thought” is not a valid excuse for neglect. 

LORD, LORD, I THOUGHT I WAS RIGHT 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but the corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:15-23 ASV)

“I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be anathema.” (Galatians 1:6-9 ASV)

OUR THOUGHTS SHOULD BE TO OBEY GOD

“casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ;” (2 Corinthians 10:5 ASV)

CONCLUSION:  Most people who have any common sense learn from their mistakes.   I cannot remember what action was brought upon our un-professional crew chief.  I would venture to say, that he was relieved from his duty and was given a reprimand.  I would like to think that he changed for the better.  His “I thought” behavior and thinking that others would do his job could have caused death to many to include him, since crew chiefs were part of the flying crewmembers.

Side Note:  Even if the aircraft was on the ground, and the pilot engaged the rotor system. If the mid-transmission mount bolts failed, the aircraft would have suffered major destruction with the twisting and breaking up of the drive shaft system.  Anyone in the aircraft would be very lucky to survive the wreckage.  

FOR INFORMATION ON THE H-21 HELICOPTER SEE: http://www.aviastar.org/helicopters_eng/piasecki_h-21.php
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