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“Of the 23 richest countries, the United States has the highest rate of infant mortality, according to the CIA World Fact Book. And in Shelby County, Tenn., which encompasses Memphis, the state health department says a baby dies every 43 hours -- a rate higher than that of any other major city. The babies most at risk come from impoverished parts of town with largely black populations.” “Five years ago, Hope Presbyterian bought a house and established a permanent mission in one of the poorest zip codes in Memphis. They named it "The Oasis of Hope" and hired a full-time manager, Karen Durham.” “We are really in a critical state on infant mortality," Durham said. "We have children having children, and they need to know that somebody is there to walk beside them. And we never know what some of these children have been through themselves. You really just have no idea where they've been." “So far this year, unwed mothers in Memphis had given birth to 5,188 babies -- most of them delivered at the Regional Medical Center at Memphis, a big public hospital. At "The Med," as it is called, classes are held for women and girls who have the interest and the means to visit before they're in labor. The rate of infant mortality in Memphis would be even higher if it weren't for the work of The Med, where they save more than 1,000 babies a year who are born too early. Many of them are two, three or even four months premature.” (Extracted from ABC News On Line, Tennessee’s High Infant Death Rate By CRAIG LEAKE and DAVID APPLEBY, August 22, 2008)  (Underlining provided for emphasis. DRF)

As I viewed this news cast on ABC Nightly News Television the thought continued to come to my mind, what a paradox!  Why a paradox someone may ask?  From my view the irony was with the over abundance of one’s so-called “right to abortion”. Why the emphasis on Memphis, Tennessee medical care and the saving of infants?  Why not an exposé of the plight of abortions on demand?  

Was it---the old south again isn’t doing anything for poor people?  The hospital system in Memphis, Tennessee is just fine.  In fact, the internationally known St. Jude Children Research Hospital is located in Memphis.

Notice the word impoverished used in the above quote.  It is a very strong word meaning poor or better understood as destitute.  No one goes hungry or without housing in the Memphis area unless it’s because of self-imposed drug use coupled with alcohol abuse and criminal induced behaviors.  No family with children brought up in this type of environment can be healthy, physically or mentally. 

The problem is not with the Memphis Hospital System but with the low ethical and moral upbringing of too many families or better yet---broken families.  Why can’t we face and deal with the real problem?  As a nation we need to return to God-given standards for the family.  Therein is the solution of our problems!  

“Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord.” (Colossians 3:19-20)

The real issue is the breakdown of the home, the family unit.  The ABC TV News item never addressed the real matter and isn’t that sad? What has happened to our moral courage in facing our national dilemmas?  Why can’t we be honest and acknowledge true solutions? 

“Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Malachi 3:7)
