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When I look at precious infants, babies and little children I am overcome with joy and a smile becomes part of me.  How innocent and sweet infants are.  What happiness they bring to their loving parents and to all that behold them.  I know, no sin, evil dwells in them.

Our Lord Jesus recognized the innocent nature of small children.  “Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.  And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.” (Matthew 19:13-15)

Even very early church fathers recognized the innocent nature of infants.  Note a few excerpts from the highly esteemed book, “The Pastor of Hermas”, author questioned, however, many feel that it is the same Hermas mentioned in Romans 16:14:  “as infant children, in whose hearts no evil originates; nor did they know what wickedness originate; nor did they know what wickedness is,” “…. for all infants are honourable before God,” (page 53 Chap XXIX, Volume One, Ante-Nicene Fathers)
Augustine (354-430) is credited with the advancement of the doctrine of original sin.  Note the following quote from “Encyclopedia of Early Christianity”, Everett Ferguson, Editor, page 670, “Augustine’s theory of original sin won the favor of African bishops in councils at Carthage in 416 and 418 and was pivotal for the later development of the doctrine of sin in the Christian west.”

The doctrine of original sin originated in man.  I will trust in the teaching of our Lord, “for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
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