INFIDEL AND THE SKEPTIC

Donald R. Fox

“There is a difference between the infidel and the skeptic, or the doubter; yet it is a difference of degree.  While the infidel disbelieves, the doubter cannot yet believe.  The latter is in the more hopeful condition, inasmuch as he has not yet decided against the gospel; but inasmuch as it is necessary to believe in order to be saved, he too must perish if he remains where he is.” (Page 183, Who Is An Infidel? Short Essays in Biblical Criticism, by John William McGarvey)

It may seem to some that all forms of atheism and skepticism is on the increase.  Let’s analyze the why of this possible mindset. Because of liberal and negative news media coverage concerning Christianity in general, we may assume that skepticism is gaining ground.  There is an onslaught of television specials, movies and articles via well-known magazines et cetera that continually belittle the Bible and Christianity. We have observed in your face pseudo-biblical scholars and know it all comedians such as Bill Maher that portray Christianity in a negative way.  These skeptics and infidels, for the most part, enjoy media protection and isolation from public criticism. Thus, these Bible/Christianity haters enjoy freedom from the threat of publicly defending their unbelief in an open debate.  Because of this and more, this has caused some to wonder and doubt the truth of the Word of God.

SIDE NOTE:  As a point of honesty, there are infidels and skeptics that will defend what they believe in public debate.  I am addressing the media type of reporting, movies, television specials that belittle the Bible and Christianity.

The truth of the matter is that surveys have ascertained that those that believe in God have increased.   “Fully 92 percent of Americans say they believe in God, 85 percent in heaven and 82 percent in miracles, according to the latest FOX News poll. Though belief in God has remained at about the same level, belief in the devil has increased slightly over the last few years — from 63 percent in 1997 to 71 percent today…”(Reference:  Fox News, Friday, June 18, 2004, by Dana Blanton)

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled “A CHALLENGE DENIED”, “MOCKERY OF BILL MAHER” and “CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE”.  
