INFILTRATION

DONALD R. FOX

Webster defines the word infiltrate in part as follows:  “to pass, or cause to pass, through small gaps or openings; in military usage, to pass, or cause (individual troops) to past through weak places in the enemy’s lines in order to attack the enemy’s flanks or rear.”
Without doubt, many do not comprehend what pure Christianity is all about.  The church that we read about on the pages of the New Testament for many people is something beyond understanding or even the attainability thereof.  Many reasons for this could be considered at this time. However, I would like to explore one reason for the why of non-comprehension of pre-denominational New Testament Christianity.  

False teachers infiltrated the church of the New Testament. These bogus teachers are called grievous wolves in Acts 20:28-29 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.”   The New Testament predicted the falling away along with the infiltration of false teachers and the losing of congregational autonomy.  By the Word of God and by respected church historians this apostasy, falling away, can be very easily researched and ascertained.                 

The church, the body of Christ, can be duplicated or restored if man will obey the teaching of the New Testament without the useless aid and infiltration of human creeds. Creeds and opinions of men cause divisions! “Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (Mark 7:7)

How very important it is for elders of the church to stand firm and guard the congregation against the “wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11).  Without a constant “watching for the souls” within the local autonomous flock of Christians, that congregation can set themselves up to an infiltration by those that seek to destroy its unity and soundness.
The lessons from past and present history are very clear. We must watch over as a sentinel against those that will try to infiltrate and destroy the flock.  “Inasmuch as elders are charged with “watching for the souls” of those within the congregation (Heb. 13:17), and inasmuch as they are charged to “convict” the gainsayer (Titus 1:9), any teacher who holds unscriptural views, to say nothing of one who would publicly advertise those views, should be removed from teaching.  That is clearly a responsibility owed the church of the Lord!”  (Reference page 3, Wolves Enter In, by W. N. Jackson)

SIDE NOTE:  This is the final essay to be e-mailed before Election Day, 4 November 2008.  I must be honest with you!  I have a great fear that pungent liberal politicians may infiltrate our Governmental System to a greater extent.  I cannot comprehend how so many Americans have been mesmerized or maybe brainwashed by Sen. Obama, the Democrat Party and by the liberal news media.  Shameful and unbelievable! What has happened to the Democrat Party to grasp liberalism and yes, socialism?  If Sen. Obama is elected President of the USA, I look for great changes and these changes will be driven toward the negative.  I pray that I am wrong! "...grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing..."  Shall we take heed? 
OBSERVATION:  Ole fashion Americanism has been infiltrated by a socialistic mindset of too many of us citizens.
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