INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDS 

DONALD R. FOX

Throughout the years of 1964-1965, my wife and I struggled, as we questioned our religious beliefs.  Many Christians helped us to come to grips with our dilemma.  Below I would like to mention just a few that had great influence on us.
DELBERT TURNER, JR.:  Delbert, a Christian, was the first person who opened the Bible and kindly studied with Shirley and I.  Delbert and I worked together as full-time National Guardsmen in Tupelo, Mississippi.  From short informal open Bible studies to more in-depth studies in our home, Delbert was always kind and long-suffering.

He compassionately pressed that the Bible was inspired Word of God.  Shirley and I, agreed with this because the Bible taught, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

W.R. (WILLARD) AND VENA SAMUEL: An elderly couple, Willard and Vena Samuel were our new next-door neighbors. At that time, I was in deep Bible studies with Delbert. This was late 1964.  Upon moving to our new house in Tupelo, Delbert started in earnest to study with the Fox family.

The Samuel’s visited us upon completion of our moving in. They were very friendly.  Willard invited us to worship at the Gloster Street church in the town of Tupelo, Mississippi.   As Sunday rolled around the whole Fox family, my wife and our two girls attended worship services at Gloster Street church.

The first Sunday we attended worship. Willard took a lead in the services.  This caught my attention, because, I was only used to seeing clergy type people, dressed in clerical robes conducting worship.  A common man like Willard spoke and lead others in worship to Almighty God!  This was strange to us, yet, very interesting and thought provoking.  The services were simple and reverent.  As we studied, we found that worship at Gloster Street church was in accordance with the scriptures.

CHARLES WILLIAMSON: Charles was the local preacher at Gloster Street church of Christ.  He came to our home and also presented Bible lessons.  Charles baptized both Shirley and I after soul-searching studies. These open Bibles studies convinced us that we needed to obey our Lord.  On 31 August 1965, our life, and outlooks changed. Our goal was to be obedient and faithful to our Savior unto death.  “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall de damned.” (Mark 16:16) “… be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)   

OBSERVATION:   With their humble and loving efforts, the Fox Family lives changed forever.  For this we are grateful!  God Bless All Our Christian Friends!
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4)
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