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DONALD R. FOX

It is surprising to me how we can be influenced greatly by a brief encounter with people. I was a very new Christian thirsty for Bible knowledge.  A few of my Christian friends asked me to attend a class for men who were interested in teaching and preaching the Gospel of Christ. The teacher was Gus Nichols, a long-time preacher in Jasper, Alabama.

We met late in the afternoon of the class night and drove from Tupelo, Mississippi to Jasper, Alabama.  We found the church building and entered the already packed classroom. With a bright smile and a twinkle in his eyes, Gus Nichols greeted us at the doorway. I introduced myself,  “I am Don Fox from Tupelo, Mississippi."

You know; Fox is a very easy name to remember.  Upon starting the class, Brother Nichols, paused and said, “Brother Fox, please lead us in prayer.” I was scared to death! I was very unfamiliar with leading prayer, being such a new babe In Christ. As an ex-Catholic, I was taught written and memorized prayers, not of your own wording and to lead others.  

I do not remember what I said.  After the prayer, the first, clearest, loudest, Amen, was from; you guessed it, Gus Nichols.  He understood by my words, my nervous voice. I was unfamiliar with public prayer, and that I must be a new convert. What a kind, loving gesture.

Gus Nichols practiced Christian Love.  “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another...” (Romans 12:10)(KJV))

NOTE: For additional information about brother Nichols see: http://www.therestorationmovement.com/alabama/nichols,g.htm  
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