INGERSOLL AND BRADEN

DONALD R. FOX

Even to this good day Robert Green Ingersoll (1833 – 1899) is very well known.  He is even listed in my College Edition, Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language.  Under his name he is defined as an American lawyer and lecturer; exponent of agnosticism.  What an honor to be thus recognized.  So he was an exponent of agnosticism. Interesting!

During the same era that Mr. Ingersoll lectured on the rightness of agnosticism, another man expounded the Gospel of Christ.  Clark Braden (1831 – 1915) was an outstanding Christian minister, evangelist.  During his life span he delivered over six thousand lectures.  He was a voluminous writer.  Clark Braden was also a debater without peers.  He participated in 133 public discussions on nearly all topics of a religious/spiritual nature to include debates with non-believers.

The path of these two fascinating men crossed several times.   Ingersoll challenged Braden three times to a debate and Braden challenged Ingersoll three times to a debate.  Ingersoll backed out of all six debates.  Ingersoll stated, “I am not such a (explicit words) fool as to place myself on the platform for six nights of debate with that fellow. Why (explicit words) he would wear me out.”  The President of the Infidel Leagues of American, S. P. Putnam refused to meet Braden in debate.  Sometimes men quite in the middle of debate, refusing to continue with Braden.  Some when challenged to a debate would state, OK, but “any one except Braden”. Reference: Quotations from Biography of Clark Braden: http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/nhaynes/hdcib/BRADEN01.HTM)

You see Clark Braden was a fierce defender of the truth of God; he knew the Word of God and was well prepared on a variety of subjects.  He stood on the proposition that the Bible would stand and religious error to include godless atheism, infidels, and mockers of God would fall.  Clark Braden understood “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32)(KJV)  

Strange that the world will remember the Ingersoll’s, Madalyn O’Hair’s and others but will mostly forget soldiers of Christ. “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (2 Timothy 2:3)(KJV)  We are thankful that God knows his children!  “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:”(John 10:27) (KJV)
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