INITIATIVE AND INGENUITY

DONALD R. FOX

“And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee…” “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.” (Mark 2:1-5; 2:10-12)

What great initiative and ingenuity the friends of the man sick of palsy showed!  Webster defines initiative in part as: “the characteristic of originating new ideas or methods; ability to think and act without being urged”.  From the free on line Dictionary ingenuity implies “the power of creative imagination; inventiveness; resourcefulness”.

Some of us have been employed where an efficiency report is prepared and submitted by our boss.  Your employer or supervisor gives you a report as to how you are doing, your positive and negative points.  How would you feel if your boss said about you, this employee has no initiative or ingenuity…?  Ouch! 

Let’s illustrate initiative/ingenuity by using a few examples. You see very young children playing in a yard, some are barefooted.  You notice several pieces of broken glass in the yard. What do you do?  Do you take the initiative and pick up the glass or do you just pass by in disinterest?  Maybe that illustration was too easy!  How about this, you arrive for Wednesday Night Bible Study and its dark already.  The preacher is locked away in his office and all the classrooms lights are not on.  You see the young ones arriving going to their classrooms in the dark.  Do you murmur to yourself that someone is not doing their job or maybe do you take the initiative and turn on the entire classroom lights yourself? 

Too many times people act in a disinterested fashion.  May we all be known as people with a get up and go disposition. The church of Christ needs men/women that display positive traits without the need of being urged and implored.  Let’s preach the gospel of Christ positively using initiative and resourcefulness.

Re-read Saint Marks inspired account of Jesus healing of the man with palsy.  Pay close attention to the actions of his friends. As far as I am concerned they all get a gold star. Initiative and ingenuity explained to the hilt. What a blessing the palsied man had---to have such friends. 

