IS THERE A WAY OUT OF THIS RELIGIOUS MAZE?

Donald R. Fox

INTRODUCTION:  The following article was published in the World Evangelist, Basil Overton, Editor. It appeared in the May 1976 issue of this paper under the title, “Is There A Way Out?” The World Evangelist was a tabloid paper and was published from 1971 until 2004.  I was going through some old material, stacked away in my closet and discovered the paper. To be honest with you, I forgot that Brother Overton published the article.  Some of the historical events used are somewhat dated because times have changed.  The illustrations noted are taken from current news events of that time frame.  However, the scriptural applications do not change in the passing of time.  I have taken the liberty of changing a very few sentences, adding and subtracting words.  Overall the article is reproduced as it was written in 1976.

NEWS FLASH:  In a small community near Cortez, Colorado diphtheria broke out.  Families suffered, yet refused treatment because of religious beliefs. One small child died from diphtheria.

NEWS FLASH:  Militant Roman Catholic nuns and former nuns are pressing the Vatican to be recognized as priests.  Word is that the Vatican will bow to their demands.

NEWS FLASH:  The Episcopalian Church has ordained women over the great upheaval against such.

NEWS FLASH:  Devil, demon worship is on the increase!

NEWS FLASH:  Queen of the supernatural, Jeane Dixon predicts…

NEWS FLASH:  A Kentucky Appalachia “Holiness Preacher” died after he was bitten by a snake during a religious snake handling service.

THE LIBERAL SPEAKS:  We need a more liberal, meaningful relationship with God. Give us freedom to worship as we dictate. Give us Rock Music Masses, hand clapping, hand holding, lights out, lights flashing.  Give us spiritual emotionalism.

THE MODERNIST SPEAKS:  Give us something new, different. (See Acts 17:21-34)

THE MANIA OF CULTS AND ISM:  Jesus Freaks, Jesus People, underground church, the faith healers, the miraculous, the new revelation and vision proclaimers, etc.

Alas, is there no end to this maze of religious mish-mash?  Discerned, honest people who desire to follow Jesus should ask: Is this hodge-podge of religious contradictions pleasing, and acceptable to God?  Our Lord states, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)  Read again, “If ye love me, KEEP…”
Friends, shall we continue in blind obedience, following the religion of our kinsmen?  For the most part, our forefathers constructed this bewildering network of theology jumble.  I ask you: Why should we blindly follow parents, relatives in the area of religion?  Do we owe our allegiance to the God who created us?

The way out of this state of confusion, this man made religious maze is simple.  Please consider the following:

1. Religious authority belongs to God and not to man.  Back to the Bible is our plea!  Although atheists have tried to pull down the Bible, debated against it, and mocked it, they have failed.  The Bible stands, proven in public debates by reason and logic.  God’s word only can direct us out of darkness.  Rest on it, it is the truth and will endure! (See John 17:17.)

2. “Try the spirits whether they are of God, because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”  (1 John 4:1.)  If religious theology does not conform to a “thus saith the Lord,” reject and condemn it as false.  Sham religion is unworthy of our acceptance.  Shall we trust our souls to false prophets?

3.  Do not seek the mysterious, “better felt than told” religion.  God’s word is complete. (Jude 3, 2 Tim. 3:17-27.)  We need no other guide.  God speaks to us through His Word.  He speaks to us in no other way!

4. Obey all of God’s commandments.  We can please our KING IN NO OTHER WAY.  “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matt. 7:22-23 ASV)

Friends, only when we return to PURE CHRISTIANITY will we find the way out of a maze of religion confusion.  Jesus is that “Way.” “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6 ASV)

NOTE:  For a similar study see essay entitled “RELIGIOUS CHARLATANISM”.
NOTE: Diphtheria in Cortez, Colorado see: http://tvnews.vanderbilt.edu/program.pl?ID=474571  

NOTE:  For further information on Jean Dixon see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeane_Dixon  

NOTE:  For further information on snake handling see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake_handling 

NOTE:  A family is lost in a cornfield maze.  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/10/12/family-lost-in-corn-maze_n_1005771.html   
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