ISLAM AND THE GOLDEN RULE

DONALD R. FOX

“…Islam does not reject the person of Jesus Christ entirely,.. Islam declares Jesus to be a prophet of God….Jesus was simply the forerunner of Muhammad (Sura 61:1)” (Page 209-210, The Jesus of Islam, Barry M. Grider, “ISLAM – From God or Man?” David P. Brown, Editor, published 2003, Contending for the Faith, 25403 Lancewood, Spring, Texas 77373)

By an illustration/example, please follow closely the following: A classic debate was held in Shawnee, Oklahoma, August 15 and 16, 1929 between Charles Smith, President, the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, New York City and W. L. Oliphant, Christian, Oak Cliff Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas.  One of the propositions for discussion was: “Atheism is Beneficial to the Race, and is most conductive to Morality of any Theory Known to Man.” Mr. Oliphant challenged Mr. Smith to find fault with The Golden Rule, Mr. Oliphant expressed this challenge in the following manner: “This expresses the world’s only perfect standard of conduct. I challenge any atheist to find a single fault in it….I am willing to risk the whole proposition on this one challenge: I challenge Mr. Smith to name any principle of morality that I cannot read in the Bible. Let him mention any virtue he may think of, and I will read it in this Book – the Christian’s standard of life.” (Page 81, Oliphant-Smith Debate, Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, TN, Published 1952)  Muslims, we challenge you to find fault with THE GOLDEN RULE.

Since Muslims accept Jesus Christ as a prophet of God, why don’t they practice the teachings of Jesus Christ? Why don’t they follow The Golden Rule? “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law of the prophets.” (Matthew 7:21)  Surely if they would apply the great civilized teachings of “The Sermon on the Mount” (Mathew Chapters 5, 6, 7) this would eliminate beheadings, murder, car bombing and the brutal nature of Islamic terrorism and of host of other crimes against humanity. Why not heed Jesus Christ?

I cannot fathom a religion that hates so, can you?  We pray that they will dwell on the peaceful nature of the Christ and obey. It must be further noted that Muslims deny “the deity of Jesus Christ”.  I have wondered if Muslims in their own mind follow a man, flesh and blood, Muhammad as a god.
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