JIM JONES AND HIS CLAIMS

(The Holy Spirit, Jim Jones and Mass Suicides)

Donald R. Fox

I was conducting the Sunday morning Bible Study, Mayfield congregation, 5 September 2010, for the auditorium class.  We were blessed to have many visitors and a good mix of various age groups. We were studying chapters 7 and 8 of the Roman epistle. Part of our study was to try to understand how the “Spirit of God” aids Christians. “For as many are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the sprit of bondage again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”  (Romans 8:14-16 KJV) 

I went on a short excursion on how people had circumvented, avoided and made light of the scriptures. By doing so they had gone beyond that which has been written. “Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written; that no one of you be puffed up for the one against the other.” (1 Corinthians 4:6 ASV) (Underlined for emphasis. DRF) 

Further, as an illustration, I brought up the infamous Jim Jones and the mass suicide in Guyana, South America.  I explained that Jim Jones claimed to have been baptized by the Holy Spirit. This was a false and terrible pretense of his true character.  It was too late for his brainwashed followers. They failed to heed the scripture, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1 KJV) It is not surprising that many in the class had never heard of Jim Jones.  It has been some thirty-two years since these tragic events took place and in the passing of time, we forget.
“James Warren "Jim" Jones (May 13, 1931 – November 18, 1978) was the founder and leader of the Peoples Temple which is best known for the November 18, 1978 death of more than 900 Temple members in Jonestown, Guyana along with the deaths of five other people at a nearby airstrip and in Georgetown, Guyana.

Jones was born in Indiana and started the Temple in that state in the 1950s. Jones and the Temple later moved to California, and both gained notoriety with the move of the Temple’s headquarters to San Francisco in the mid-1970s.

The greatest single loss of American civilian life in a non-natural disaster until the events of September 11, 2001, the tragedy at Guyana also ranks among the largest mass murders/mass suicides in history. One of those who died at the nearby airstrip was Leo Ryan, who became the only Congressman murdered in the line of duty in the history of the United States.”  (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

WE ALL MUST GUARD AGAINST DECEIVERS

 “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:” (Ephesians 4:14-15 KJV)

 “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.” (Ephesians 5:6 KJV)
When will people heed the Word of God? Why should we, as mere mortals, put our trust in such false teachers as Jim Jones?

NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled “RELIGIOUS CHARLATANISM”, “MOTHERS WHO KILL THEIR CHILDREN” , “DEBATE ON PENTECOSTALISM”.
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