JIM JONES AND THE DEBATE ON PENTECOSTALISM

(W. N. Bill Jackson and R. E. Bayer Discussion)

Donald R. Fox

W. N. Bill Jackson debated R. E. Bayer in Fulton, Mississippi, July 30 – August 3, 1979.  The discussion was on general subjects involving Pentecostalism.  The fifth and last night, was reserved for questions and answers.  The questions were submitted by the audience.  

Since it was only several months after the Jonestown massacre suicide on November 18, 1978, we all remembered this event if it were yesterday.  Jim Jones claimed Holy Spirit baptism along with the entire miraculous gifts involved.  Of course, he was a charlatan.  For his brainwashed followers, it was too late.  Evil took its human toll.  

“The Jonestown suicides in Guyana, where 909 members of the Peoples Temple, led by Jim Jones, died in 1978. Of the 918 dead (including four in Georgetown and five non-members at an airstrip), 276 were children. The tragedy at Jonestown was the greatest single loss of American civilian life in a non-natural disaster until the incidents of September 11, 2001. On a tape of their final meeting, Jones tells Temple members that the Societe Union, with whom the Temple had been negotiating a potential exodus for months, would not take them after the Temple had murdered Congressman Leo Ryan, NBC reporter Don Harris and three others at a nearby airstrip.When members apparently cried during what the Temple called "revolutionary suicide," Jones counseled "Stop this hysterics. This is not the way for people who are Socialists or Communists to die. No way for us to die. We must die with some dignity." (Reference: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

Early into the debate, the Pentecostals conducted an out of control and boisterous demonstration. Part of Jackson’s response to the mayhem is as follows, “…his brethren’s history of debating, along with others that claim the same Holy Spirit baptism and miraculous power, why in over 40 years of debating it was always word and never once did the speaker, did the debater, not the audience now, demonstrate any of those miraculous, supernatural powers. He has not dealt with that. He did not tell how to distinguish the truth that he claims to have from the claims of others, such as Mormons, Spiritualist, Adventists, the Jim Jones cult who make the same claims and gives the same evidence.” (Page 86, Jackson-Bayer Debate)  

When the fifth night rolled around, I got a chance to ask a question to Mr. Bayer, as follows:  “Mr. Bayer, sir, I have an honest question for you, and it has no “hooks.” I was a Roman Catholic for 32 years, so I know something about miraculous healing in the Roman Catholic Church. And the next comment is to be kind.  When Jim Jones CLAIMED – it’s been documented by the newspapers –THAT Jim Jones claimed to be a faith healer, and to being baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Now, we know he’s infamous, and I know you reject him, but my point is this, and my question: HE claimed baptism of the Holy Spirit, YOU claim baptism of the Holy Spirit. HOW shall we decide WHO has it? Shall we wait until some terrible deed and task like that tragedy before we try the spirits? How do we try the spirits?”  Mr. Bayer gave a rambling answering to the question.  Finally, his closing remark was, “Alright, the TONGUES is the sign. I appreciate the question.”  (Reference page 230, The Jackson-Bayer Debate)  The “tongues” remark means to Pentecostals and others, who believe they can speak and understand an unintelligent gibberish.  Sometimes they call it “angel talk”.  The Word of God is plain, tongues means a language, which is a known and an understood system of communication.

Bill Jackson, using one of his charts, followed-up Mr. Bayer’s answer by stating in part “The question was: What was the evidence? Mr. Bayer didn’t say, except “speaking in tongues.” Well now notice, all of these – look down at the bottom of the chart – ALL OF THESE CLAIM HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM! The Spiritualists, the Adventists, the Mormons, some among the Catholics, that unfortunate character down in Guyana who led so many people to their deaths.” (Reference page 231, The Jackson-Bayer Debate) 

Bill pressed that many claimed Holy Spirit baptism as did Jim Jones, yet they offered no proof and could not perform the miracles as did our Lord, His apostles and those who had hands laid on them per Acts 8:14-18:  “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,” (KJV)

Friends, it seems to me that common sense should kick-in concerning religious charlatanism.  Emotionalism and the desire for miraculous powers have and are the downfall of so many. Sad indeed!
NOTE:  See essays entitled “JIM JONES AND HIS CLAIMS” and “DEBATE ON PENTECOSTALISM”.


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  See The Jonestown Massacre http://www.infoplease.com/spot/jonestown1.html#ixzz0ym27Wg00
INTERESTING READING: http://www.spiritualperspectives.org/articles/documents/pentecostalism.html  
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