JIM JONES AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

Donald R. Fox

Please see the following article written by a close friend, W. N. Bill Jackson, now deceased.  Bill was a remarkable and a very likeable man.  He was a faithful Christian.  Bill had six written debates and participated in five public oral debates.  I do not remember when I first met Bill. However, I believe it was in the late 1960’s.  Bill and I had a special relationship, in that, we saw each other regularly,  up to the time he moved to Austin, Texas.  Even then we continued to exchange letters and share oral debates on old Reel-to-reel tapes. This collecting oral debates continued until Bill passed on to a better home.  We both recognized that religious oral debates were being “lost”. Lost in closets, stored away box’s and on an old dusty book shelves.  By the time of his death Bill and I had collected about one hundred religious discussions.  We understood that in our meager efforts, we were preserving debates. It was apparent that the tapes were beginning to deteriorate. Transferring old tapes onto CD’s became a “preservation project”.  Robert Rawson also joined this “preservation project” by adding his collection placing them on CD, MP3 format.  Michael Jordan as well was a great help in this effort.

NOTE:  This article was published in the Daily Journal, Tupelo, Mississippi, date unknown.  East Main church had a regular weekly column entitled “BACK TO THE BIBLE”. I believe the article was written after Bill Jackson’s debate with R. E. Bayer, July 30 – August 3, 1979. The Jim Jones massacre was brought up during the Jackson-Bayer Debate. This article emphasizes the tragic events of a religious charlatan.   At that time Bill was the evangelist for the East Main church of Christ in Tupelo, Mississippi. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND JIM JONES

W. N. Bill Jackson (1929-1991)

    It will be a long, long while before we forget the name Jim Jones---that tragic figure who led 1,000 people to their deaths in Guyana.  We mention him just here because of some claims he made: (1) That he had been baptized with the Holy Spirit. (2) That he possessed the same spiritual gifts as did those in the apostolic age. (3) That he had the gifts of healing, speaking in tongues, working of other miracles, and (4) That he had the leading of the Lord through the miraculous indwelling of the Holy Spirit in him. He, and those in his group, could forever tell of miracles, cures, healings, supernatural experiences, and no one could surpass them in speaking of the wonderful and thrilling “feelings” that came over them, and which they charged to the Holy Spirit!

    We have long insisted that those who claim the supernatural and miraculous powers today have only the claim---nothing else. And, that what they claim, Jim Jones claimed, and who can tell the difference? It is true that NOW, after the deaths in Guyana, men mark him as false teacher, but that’s AFTER the deaths. Up until the time when the suicides took place, what distinguished him as a false teacher when compared to others who made the same claims? Nothing! And there is the danger!

    That’s one reason why the miraculous and supernatural powers can be known to have ended when the New Testament was completed.  When the Word is the only standard (2 Tim. 3:16, 17), then we have a basis by which to PROVE matters (1 John 4:1) and (2 John 9).  If the Word doesn’t teach it, then it’s false.  But when faith is put in men, and in the claims of men, and when men have their faith bound up in emotionalism, they can even lose their sense of reason---yes, even to committing the sin of suicide while thinking they were doing God’s will.  Why did they do it?  Was it because the Bible so directed? No, for if they had been abiding by the Bible, such sin would have been spurned. The sin was committed because of their faith in the man, and his claims, and we’ve seen the awful end of that course! The Bible is the full and complete guide for man, and the basis of judgment in the last day (John 12:48). 

NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled  “JIM JONES AND THE DEBATE ON PENTECOSTALISM“,”JIM JONES AND HIS CLAIMS”,  “RELIGIOUS CHARLATANISM”, “MOTHERS, WHO KILL THEIR CHILDREN” and ‘LOST DEBATES”.
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