JOE HUBERT BLUE 

(1875-1954)

Donald R. Fox

An interesting old pulpit is found in a classroom at the West Main church of Christ, Tupelo, Mississippi. Cliff Roden, now deceased, brought the old pulpit to the West Main congregation from the Pleasant Valley church of Christ, Greenway, Arkansas.  Cliff was a faithful Christian and an active member of the West Main church.  

On this well made yet simple wooden pulpit there are two plaques.  One small metal plaque reads: “Pleasant Valley C.O.C. Greenway, Arkansas, 1929-1984”.  The second plaque has a four paragraph typewritten statement in a plastic encasement.  I will share this statement about the old pulpit that was originally located at the Pleasant Valley church of Christ.

“THE PULPIT OF PERSECUTION AND PROVIDENCE”

Ephesians 3:8      Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.

 “Perhaps no one appreciated the grace of God which allows men to preach better than brother Joe H. Blue.  History is often made by those who are unaware of their historical position.  Such is the case with brother Blue.

“In July of 1929, brother Blue was invited by the church in Pleasant Valley, Arkansas to come and preach a gospel meeting. The church in Pleasant Valley was young, as was the community itself, both having been founded in 1910. Relatives of the Roden’s, members here at West Main, helped in the construction of the meeting house in 1924. It was in this meeting house that brother Blue preached with great success. The church was growing to the glory of God, but to the chagrin and consternation of a local denominational adherents.

“The windows of the building had been removed to assist with air circulation. Uncouth youths took advantage of the situation by pelting brother Blue with everything from rotten eggs to green walnuts. However, like the apostles of old, brother Blue was undaunted by this persecution and continued to preach the gospel in truth and simplicity. As a final, yet feeble, effort to end the preaching of the unsearchable riches of Christ, dynamite was placed under the pulpit one night after services so that the building might be destroyed. Providence and ignorance, unlikely allies, cooperated that evening. The men were not skilled in working with explosives. A bad blasting cap was used. The fuse burned until the oxygen was exhausted, and burned itself out leaving only a hole burned in the pulpit where the dynamite had lain.

“The pulpit behind which you now stand is the very one behind which brother Blue preached in that meeting. An examination of the underside will reveal the charred reminder that even in this century there are those who are not open to the preaching of the Word of Truth, and will resort to any means to see it halted. This stand remains as a memorial to brother Blue, and to all those who have endured and will endure persecution for the gospel’s sake.”  

NOTE:  Brother Blue confirmed the Pleasant Valley church of Christ incident.  He wrote, “I have been stoned with green walnuts, and with eggs. I have had dynamite put under the pulpit while I was preaching…yet have not begun to suffer what our Lord suffered.” (Page 40-41, Preachers of Today, Edited by Batsell Barrett Baxter and M. Novel Young, Copyright, 1952 by The Christian Press)                                         

NOTE: According to available records, Joe H. Blue had 107 debates.  For more information on Joe Blue see: http://www.therestorationmovement.com/blue.htm  
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