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A local young woman in Northeast Mississippi, Kristi Fulgham, was convicted and sentences to death.  She was pronounced guilty of murdering her husband in May 2003.  “In Mississippi, anyone sentenced to death automatically begins a long appeal process.”  Because a Bible was left in the room by a bailiff where the jurors deliberated, “Jackson attorney James Lappan, who represents Kristi Fulgham, immediately requested a mistrial. Circuit Judge Lee Howard denied Lappan’s request after asking the jury if the presence of the Bible affected their decision. All the jurors said it hadn’t.” (Reference article “Fulgham lawyer may focus on Bible” by Leesha Faulkner, Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, December 12, 2006)
Attorney James Lappan was doing his job defending Kristi Fulgham and I have no problem with Mr. Lappan.  However, is it not interesting that a Bible left in the juror room would damage the juror’s decision making process as it relates to what is right or wrong, guilt or innocent?  Per the news article by Leesha Faulkner some in the legal profession say, “The presence of the text in the jury room may or may not have swayed jurors on the death penalty, experts say.”  Professor John Berkoff, University of Pittsburgh School of Law stated, “It’s interesting to see all the problems this bailiff caused by doing such a silly thing as leaving a Bible with the jury.”  
This is just another indicator of how far we have gone in the direction of a secular society, void of any references to God and the Word of God, the Bible.
My friends, the Bible will not cause problems. The problem is secularism and drifting away from our National motto “In God We Trust”.  Truly, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalms 119:105)  The Bible will not damage judgment but will be “a light unto my path”.  Instead of a “silly thing as leaving a Bible with the jury” this Nation, all of us as a people need to “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16)
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