JUSTICE CHESS GAME

Donald R. Fox

From the old TV series of “Perry Mason” to the newer “Law and Order” and “CSI”, many of us have been fascinated with Criminal Justice and the workings of the Legal System.  Law abiding citizens demand that criminals be punished for their crimes against society. I always enjoy the likable “Andy Griffith in Matlock”; his program always seemed to incorporate true justice.

As we observe these shows designed to entertain and inform us of the workings of the Criminal Justice System, something always stands out.  The crime, murder is committed and the Police Investigators gather information/evidence to convict the criminal.  Usually at this point in the television program a Policeman, an Investigator forgets or is careless and fails to “dot the i or cross the t”.  With stern unwavering resolve the Judge throws out, denies the use of vital evidence because of some silly mistakes made by the Law Enforcement Investigators.  Oh yes, everyone knows the criminal is as guilty as sin, no doubt at all, yet because of the mistakes…the evidence is denied in court. A lesser charge may be the alternative or he/she may be freed to commit crimes again.

At this point my thought process says, “Where is the justice?  Is this just a figurative chess game played by the legal system and those who participate in the trail?”  The question arises, “What attorneys are the brainier, the cleverer as to the handling, out maneuver, and manipulation of the legal structure?”   Is this justice?  I think not!  Note here; I am not an Attorney or even a student of Law. I do not have the answers. However, It seems to me that sometimes these administrative mistakes, mishandling, carelessly overlooking of a “jot and tittle" on the part of the Police/Investigators need to be put aside and allow common sense Justice to prevail. With these fiction type shows geared to entertain, we see many times in them the same type crimes played out in our real world society.  Maybe a review, research and rewriting of some of our Laws, Legal Systems, Criminal Justice procedures may be in order?

Webster defines justice as: “the quality of being righteous; impartiality; fairness; the quality of being right or correct; sound reason; rewards or penalty as deserved; just deserts, etc.”  When a deliberate, blatant criminal, bank robber, rapist, murdered goes “Scott free” because of an oversight, human error, a mistake… is this justice?

Yes, man-made systems of justice may fail us, yet our God will not.  “To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.” (Proverbs 21:3) “Thus saith the Lord God; let it suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the Lord God” (Ezekiel 45:9)  “A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just weight is his delight.” (Proverbs 11:1)  In my humble opinion, no matter how we attempt to justify improper judgments due to human error in the mishandling of critical evidence…our God desires, demands true and righteous justice.

In my book…it is a shame to play chess games with justice.  Too bad we as a society wink at so many moral/ethical sins of men, such as fornication, drunkenness, and such like, yet with a microscope endeavor to find a blunder, a slipup and mistakes when we Investigate Violent Crimes Against Society, thus allow the criminal to walk away, free.

“Morality rests upon Law, Law is subject to the Authority of Morality: Law is the Basis of Morality, but yet Morality is the Standard of Law.  Law is fixed for the moment, and Morality supposes its fixity: but Morality is a supreme and eternal Rule, which Law must recognize. Law must always attempt to conform to Morality”.  (Page 331, Article 461, Vol 1, The Elements of Morality, By William Whewell, published 1857) 
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