KEEP YOUR WORD

Donald R. Fox 

Why do people tell you “Yes, I will call you?" or “Yes, I will take care of that.” or something like that and never fulfill their promise? Have you ever run into a person, a couple on the street, at the mall, etc. you have not seen for years and years?  At one time you were very close to this person or couple.  You hug each other and try to catch up on news about each other during a brief visit. Before you depart from each other, they ask for your address/telephone number and/or e-mail address.  They say, I will call you very soon, and we can meet for lunch, etc. sometime.  You guessed it; you never hear any word from them.

Furthermore, have you ever bought sometime or purchased a service with the promise, “We stand behind our product.” or “We will come by your house and fix it.”  You guessed it again; you almost have to hire a Lawyer in order for them to fulfill their promises. We understand about “the squeaking wheel gets the oil", and that is too bad also.  Sad that one has to get “ugly” to get the service promised and others that are more “sweet” go without. 

I would suppose the above illustrations are all too common because it happens all the time, does it not?  Why don’t we “keep our word”?  Yes, many of us are guilty.  We forget and we do not “keep our word”. It’s “out of sight, out of mind”.  

NOTE: We are not addressing honest, human forgetfulness. We are discussing a flippant, frivolous and a casual attitude in regard to “your word”. 

“Be true to your work, your word, and your friend.” (Henry David Thoreau, 1817-1862)

“Never esteem anything as of advantage to you that will make you break your word or lose your self-respect.” (Marcus Antoninus, 121-180 AD)

If we cut away all the excuses why we do not keep our word, it all boils down to the simple fact, we lied.  Ouch, that hurt!  “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.” (Ephesians 4:25)  Let us do what we say!  If you have a tendency to forget, write it down.  Do not “break your word”.  

“But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” (Matthew 12:36)
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