KINDNESS
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Too often we have seen on television, acts of utter inhumane terror.  One image that stands out in my mind is a man running away from a huge crowd that has been beating him.  His body is bloody and his cloths in shreds.  His eyes full of fear for his life, stumbling as he tries to avoid the blood lust mad crowd.  Other imagery come to mind as we see brutal, savage beheadings of human beings.  This type of vicious, barbaric behavior seems all too common throughout the history of mankind.  It would seem that in our present age, the 21st Century, man would have learned to practice compassion and kindness.  Alas, we have not!
Mankind, us humans has always needed kindness. Romans 12:10 states “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; honor preferring one another.” The earmark, trait of a truly civilized society is displayed by the kindness they demonstrate for each other and their fellow-man. “Kindness is the golden chain by which society is bound together.” (Johann von Goethe, 1749-1832)  “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10)       
Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words defines kind, kindly, kindness as:  the goodness of heart, gentleness, gracious, courteously, humanely kindly. The New Testament abounds with the doctrine of love, charity, compassion and kindness.  “Charity, suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up…” (I Corinthians 13:4)
With kindness comes the thought, consideration of affection, caring.  Vines notes that the Hebrews regarded “bowels” as the seat of tender affections.  Hence, the feeling of “tender mercies” and is also rendered “bowels” or “affections” in 2 Corinthians 6:12, also “inward affection” in 2 Corinthians 7:15. Webster also defines “bowel (Archaic), the inside of the body, regarded as the source of pity, tenderness, etc.; hence tender emotions.”  For the most part people generally appreciate acts of kindness and benevolences.  We are born pure and sin free.  In the passing of time men can become sin sick and loss their inherent, intrinsic “natural affection”. (Romans 1:31) The scriptures state plainly, people can have “their conscience seared with a hot iron…” (1 Timothy 4:2)   When one has damaged his conscience due to evil surmising “bowels of mercy, tenderness, kindness” have no place within their being. Such is the low deteriorated state of men, all losing their souls.
As we read and study “The Beatitudes” (Matthew 5, 6, 7) it does not take too long to realize that Jesus felt kindness, affection, and tenderness toward mankind.  We are all related to each other.  The Apostle Paul states in Acts 17:26 “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth…” Kindness, brother love, affection should be part of our character.  We pray that all men should adhere to this temperament. The solution to all man’s problems, simply put is the doing away with his ungodly behaviors and to humble himself unto God in obedience to His Will.
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