KOREA AFTER WW2

(A Letter from S. K. Dong, A Christian, dated 30 September 1945)

Donald R. Fox

“World war two ended in 1945. And the specific date and moment can be marked as noon on 15 August 1945 Japan Standard Time with the announcement by Emperor Hirohito that his Government had accepted the terms of the Potsdam Declaration which called for Unconditional Surrender. This surrender was made official on the deck of the USS Missouri on 2 September 1945.” (Reference wiki.answers.com)

“World War II holds a special place in the American psyche as the country's greatest triumph, and the soldiers of World War II are frequently referred to as "the greatest generation" for their sacrifices in the name of liberty. Over 16 million served (about 13% of the population), and over 400,000 were killed during the war; only the American Civil War saw more Americans killed.”  (Reference wiki.answers.com)

Many in our worldwide communities have forgotten what America and our allies had done during World War 2.  The great events and changes that followed this war are mostly forgotten today.  Some see present-day America as arrogant.  The USA is no more arrogant than any other nation on this planet. With the above brief quotations about WW2 and some of my remarks, I would like to share with you a few extractions from a letter written by S. K. Dong, a citizen of Korea.  This letter may be found on page 609, Volume LXXXVII, No. 44, Gospel Advocate, Nashville, Tennessee, November 1, 1945.

“My Dear Friends:  I am sure you friends will be surprised to hear from me so soon, and to know that I and my family are all right by the grace of our Lord and your prayers.  I am writing this letter briefly by the kindness of Chaplain Bruce W. Lowe, Twenty-Fourth Corps in Seoul. I met him yesterday, and he said that he would forward it to you.”

“I was in prison two days after Japan declared war on America, and stayed there fifty-two days.  But I thank the Lord that I had a chance to preach the gospel in the prison to the prisoners.  Many young men decided to be Christians; one of them is a good acting Christian now….”

“You may know that thirty-eight degrees north latitude the Russian soldiers occupied. So it is very bad condition in every way there. At present time I cannot go back to home. The Russian soldiers are doing everything barbarously. The Korean Communists are also doing very bad. I hope the American army force will make them to move back to Russia.”

“We, all Koreans, thank you American friends with all our hearts and minds for the great event of our independence. Indeed, God blesses us through you U.S.A. friends to have the freedom from the Japanese”

“If there will be the transportation soon, I would like to go to America again and to see you friends again.”

“With best wishes, Yours sincerely, S. K. Dong.”

Side Note:  I wish I knew more about brother Dong.  The history of how Christianity grew in Korea and his ties here in the USA would be most interesting.  However, I know nothing about S. K. Dong other than he was a Christian preacher serving in his native land of Korea.  He made a trip to the United States in 1935, maybe to give reports concerning his work in Korea.  Reference:  (R. H. Boll, ed. Word and Work, Vol. 29, No. 8, August 1935, “Dong Sails To Korea”) 

I served in South Korea for thirteen months, 1959-1960.  I was in the 13th Transportation Company (Light Helicopter) (H-21), U.S. Army, stationed very near the 38-degree north latitude.  The USA still maintains military defense support for South Korea. North of the 38th parallel is a Communist controlled society.  Their militant leadership from the end of WW2 until this present time has been antagonistic and hostile toward South Korea and the free world. 

The United States of America is not a threat to any peace loving nation or peoples of the world.  America has tried to be a good neighbor and a benevolent nation.  For nations that think they are much better than the USA, I suggest that they heed what our Lord Jesus said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone…” (John 8:7)  I know of no perfect nation, do you?  

S. K. DONG SERVED GOD ALMIGHTY

IN PREACHING AND TEACHING THE GOSPEL

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16)
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