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If you study history/biography of the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great (275-337 AD) you may see a brief reference to the church father, Lactantius.  This reference more than likely will be that Constantine appointing Lactantius to be a tutor for his son Crispus.

History is kind to Emperor Constantine, the first Christian Roman Emperor, because he stopped the persecution of Christians. Persecution under the Romans lasted from 52 AD until 312 AD. Prior to the time of Constantine there was many forms of religious superstitions, magic, divination and the seeking of man concocted wisdom, all of which was practiced by the Romans.  A new and enlighten era was launched by Constantine the Great.
Lactantius was not only a tutor for young Crispus but also was Constantine’s mentor.  Lactantius in his “The Divine Institutes” writes, “And we now commence this work under the auspices of your name, O’ mighty Emperor Constantine, who were the first of the Roman princes to repudiate errors, and to acknowledge and honour the majesty of the one and only true God.” (Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 7, Book 1, Chapter 1, Page 10)  Lactantius refutes false, man driven wisdom and points to true God given wisdom and sound religion for all mankind.  He takes to task the three philosophers that were the base for false wisdom, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.    
As one studies the history of philosophy we still look to the “great three” as a starting point in this study.   The sad part is that the mentor to Constantine the Great and the one that enlightens the Emperor to the true light of God and the philosophy of Christ is very rarely mentioned and is almost forgotten. 

“For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? (1 Corinthians 1:19-20)
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