LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER CODE OF ETHICS

Donald R. Fox

I have known Jon, since he was a wee small boy.  Over the years, I observed Jon grow into a fine, clean living and gentle Christian man.   He is well built, strong as an ox and in excellent physical condition.  Don’t dare to pick a fight with him because he knows manly means to hurt and secure an aggressor. He is the type of a man whom you would want to have by your side in the event of an emergency. You can count on Jon.  Throughout his youth, he prepared himself to become a law enforcement officer.  It was my privilege along with several members of the Mayfield church of Christ to attend the graduation ceremony for Jon.  The graduation ceremony took place on December 17, 2010. Jon and about seventeen others graduated from the North Mississippi Law Enforcement Training Center. Upon the swearing in of the new Law Enforcement Officers by Judge Paul S. Funderburk, Jon’s mother and a host of other family members of the graduating class proudly pinned on their newly earned police badge.

At one point in the ceremonies, a police instructor read the “Law Enforcement Code of Ethics”.  He told the audience that this code was read to all the candidates every day during their long period of training at the academy.  I was struck with the deep acknowledgement of ethical behavior in this code.  I want to share it with you.

Law Enforcement Code of Ethics 

                   As a Law Enforcement Officer, my fundamental duty is to serve 
 mankind; to safeguard lives and property; to protect the innocent against 
 deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation, and the peaceful 
 against violence or disorder; and to respect the Constitutional rights of all 
 men to liberty, equality and justice. 

                   I will keep my private life unsullied as an example to all; maintain 
 courageous calm in the face of danger, scorn, or ridicule; develop 
 self-restraint; and be constantly mindful of the welfare of others. Honest in 
 thought and deed in both my personal and official life, I will be exemplary in 
 obeying the laws of the land and the regulations of my department. 
                   Whatever I see or hear of a confidential nature or that is confided in me in 
 my official capacity will be kept ever secret unless revelation is necessary in 
 the performance of my duty. 

                   I will never act officiously or permit personal feelings, prejudices, 
 animosities or friendships to influence my decisions. With no compromise 
 for crime and the relentless prosecution of criminals, I will enforce the law 
 courteously and appropriately without fear of favor, malice or ill will, never 
 employing unnecessary force or violence and never accepting gratuities. 

                   I recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith, and I 
 accept it as a public trust to be held so long as I am true to the ethics of the 
 police service. I will constantly strive to achieve these objectives and ideals, 
 dedicating myself before God to my chosen profession...law enforcement. 

Friends, as you read this Code of Ethics, did you get the feel that it contained many Christian principles in it?  I am grateful that our founders used the Word of God to make relevance to our standards of living together in peace.  “All things therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto them: for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12 ASV)
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