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Donald R. Fox

Would not common sense teach us the difference between lawful and unlawful commands? The answer is yes. However, too many have a distorted view of lawfulness.  As an example, the nonconformist philosophy is to do your own thing.  Chaos and anarchy are always the result when man becomes a law unto their selves.  “In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 21:25)(KJV) Let’s be honest, who in his right mind would like to live in an anarchic controlled nation? Can you imagine a land with no right/wrong, no laws to guide people in the right way?  The thought of such is terrifying, is it not?  World history abounds with fanatic warlords and dictators who caused great evil upon the weakest in their kingdoms and/or nations. My generation and I pray that history will not forget the atrocities of Nazism and the like.
I was obedient to my parents.  I do not remember any orders that were unreasonable from my parents. I am sure I did not like all of their orders, yet, I obeyed them.  This is the right and the lawful thing to do.  “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.” (Colossians 3:20)(KJV)
From the get go of my military service, I understood the difference between right and wrong concerning orders and regulations. Note the “Oath of Enlistment”: “I, (NAME), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God.” A soldier cannot obey orders that are unlawful. By obeying unlawful orders would be to shamefully dishonor their oath of enlistment. 

I support my country by obeying the law of the land as long as the law does not oppose the law of my God. “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)(KJV)  By complying with the law of the land, I am showing respect.  “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” (1 Peter 2:17)(KJV)  I esteem the office of the President of the United States.  I pray for our President that he will "support and defend the Constitution of the United States".  When our elected leaders/officials obey the law of the land, I will respectfully stand with them.  I will not, I cannot endorse any leaders when they break their honor and mock the Constitution of the United States.

Christians understand that they are guided by principles of ought and should not.  The conscience must be in tune with rightness. Man cannot replace the truth of God’s word for a lie.  ”Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20)(KJV) “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”(Matthew 5:6)(KJV)

All of us live in different spheres or realms.  To identify a few, there are civil government, social environment, employment/work and family/marriage and so on.  God rules, guides and governs us in all these areas by principles and His Law.  All men are accountable before God and His Will. “ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14) (KJV)  

NOTE: For similar study see essays entitled: “TO OBEY OR NOT TO OBEY”, “OUGHT”, “INTUITION”, “REGULATIONS”, “CONSCIENCE TUNE UP” and “GENERAL ORDER # 1 AND ACTS 5:29”.
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