LENINGRAD

Donald R. Fox

Leningrad, Russia is now renamed St. Petersburg.  I was privileged to visit on three occasions St. Petersburg for a few days at a time during my trips to Russia, period 1995 through 1998.  As I read an article written by Newt Gingrich entitled “Tanya, Terrorism, and our Phoney War” posted on his web site on 07/10/2007, he brought to my memory these wonderful visits to Russia and St. Petersburg.

On one occasion, three of us men, since we had a full day and night between flights, we hired a young lady to act as our guide to tour this wonderful ole city.  She was an educated young lady that spoke beautiful English.  One of us asked where she was born, she responded Leningrad.  St. Petersburg one of us exclaimed, no she quickly corrected, Leningrad.  She was proud of the city of her birth.  I can understand why!

Mr. Gingrich wrote, “On Sunday, we visited the Piskarevskoye Memorial Cemetery, dedicated to the victims of the siege of Leningrad (as St. Petersburg was called at the time) during World War II.  For nearly 900 days, from September 1941 until January 1944, the German Army surrounded and besieged the city.  At least 641,000 people died and perhaps as many as a million – the vast majority of them civilians – mostly from starvation and disease...More than 500,000 of these victims are buried in the Piskarevskoye Memorial Cemetery” Walking around St. Petersburg, you can still see the signs of “warfare”.  Sadness overcomes me as I recall my Russian friends and brethren stating the millions that were killed in Russia during World War II. “According to the latest data of Russian scientists, the Soviet Union lost 27 million people in the Great Patriotic War against Nazi Germany…The losses of the Soviet Union, 14 per cent of the population, are incomparable with the losses of other countries.” (Reference: “The Institute of Socio-political Research of the Russian Academy of Sciences” and “Johnson’s Russia List, 6-21-03, Edited by David Johnson”)

It is good and proper to remember.  There are like type Memorials throughout the world. To remember the acts, people and the time past of events is very good.  To forget would be shameful!

Each Lords Day, “upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread…” (Acts 20:7) Christians remember!  With the simplicity of the “Lords Supper” we remember what great event took place.  “That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) To forget this “Memorial” would be tragic, utterly shameful and sinful.

NOTE:  You would have to read the article by Mr. Gingrich in order to get the full impact and meaning of the phase “Our Phoney War”.  Further, “Tanya” relates to the diary of an 11-year-old girl named “Tanya Savicheva, her diary written during the awful siege of Leningrad.” Tanya lost her whole family; the last entry in Tanya’s diary says simply, “Savichevs (her Mother) died. Everyone died. Only Tanya is left.” Finally, Tanya died herself of starvation.

Shortly before the collapse of the Soviet Union, on June 12, 1991, day of the first Russian presidential election, a referendum was held, where a bare majority (54%) of the population decided to restore "the original name, Saint Petersburg," on September 6, 1991. In that very election Anatoly Sobchak became the first democratically elected mayor of the city.
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