LIBERTY AND FIRST LADY MICHELLE OBAMA

Donald R. Fox

Like many Americans, my wife and I have traveled over much of the lower forty eight States.  We have driven our automobile, north to south, east to west and in reverse order.  As we approach a state line, we entered without stopping.  There was no armed border guard or the like.  Other than a beautiful roadside sign stating you are entering another state, you would not know it.  With this thought, I have always been thankful for this great liberty to travel, stop and go at will. We have numerous freedoms that most of us take for granted. I am very proud and grateful for these many liberties. 

On 18 February 2008, our future First Lady, Michelle Obama, in my view, made a shocking statement, reported on television news.  She said in part and paraphrasing, for the first time in her adult life she was proud to be an American.  I suppose the reason she said that per the context, was that her husband was very close to being elected to the highest office in the USA.

When she made that statement, my mind rushed with thoughts of the wonderful liberties we all enjoy as citizens of the USA. What bothered me the most was that I questioned Michelle’s inner thinking, her make-up. Who was the real Michelle?  From what source did she gather these ideas of not liking her country? Why was she not proud of her country? I thought to myself,” Michelle, you show no gratefulness concerning liberties we American enjoy.” I also wondered about her frame of mind during her growing up years and into her adult years. 

Note: The following extracted from Wikipedia, the free on line encyclopedia, concerning the educational achievements of Michelle Obama:  “She graduated from high school in 1981 as salutatorian,[12]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/" \l "cite_note-West-12" \o "" [13] and went on to major in sociology and minor in African American studies at Princeton University, where she graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in 1985.[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/" \l "cite_note-13" \o "" [14]
At Princeton, she challenged the teaching methodology for French because she felt that it should be more conversational.[15] As part of her requirements for graduation, she wrote a thesis entitled, "Princeton-Educated Blacks and the Black Community."[16] "I remember being shocked," she says, "by college students who drove BMWs. I didn't even know parents who drove BMWs."[12] She obtained her Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from Harvard Law School in 1988.[17] While at Harvard, she participated in political demonstrations advocating the hiring of professors who are members of minorities.[18] She is the third First Lady with a postgraduate degree, following Hillary Rodham Clinton and Laura Bush.[19] In July 2008, Obama accepted the invitation to become an honorary member of the 100-year-old black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha, which had no active undergraduate chapter at Princeton when she attended.[20]”  

 I am thankful that Michelle was so bright that she was able to obtain and acheive these outstanding educational heights. On a personal note, as grandparents, we helped both our grandchildren to go to college.  It cost lots of dollars!  Sheena, our grandaugther just graduated from Sam Houston University in Huntsville, Texas, August 2008.  She now is in  great debt with student loans that must be repaided.  

But back to our First Lady Michelle Obama. Does there seem that there were some contradictions concerning her attitude?  She attended prestious Princeton and then Harvard Law School. She said, she was shocked to see some students driving BMW automibiles, but why?   I do not know, but how did she pay for such a wonderful schools as Princeton and Harvard Law School? Did she receive wonderful grants?  What gratefulness did she show? Did she take into account the great liberties and advantages she had? 

An observation for our new First Lady Michelle Obama. Yes, America is not perfect, but it presents many liberties for those that seek them.  Michelle should thank God for these liberties and thus the great advantages given to her and to anyone else that seeks such. 
“The love of liberty is the love of others; the love of power is the love of ourselves.” (William Hazlitt, 1778-1830)

OUR GREATEST AND MOST CHERISHED LIBERTY IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD

“Now the Lord is that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 Corinthians 3:17)  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 5:1)  “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”  (James 1:25)

Note:  See essay entitled “Nation of Cowards” for additional information on this subject.
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