LIMBO

Donald R. Fox

News Flash from Vatican City: “Pope revises limbo, says there is hope for babies. Pope Benedict XVI has reversed centuries of traditional Roman Catholic teaching on Limbo...there were “serious” grounds to hope that children who die without being baptized can go to heaven.” (Reference The Associated Press, 21 April 2007). 

According to the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church all of us are born in a sinful condition.  “As far as Adam’s descendants are concerned, we have come into the world deprived of grace and inheriting his fallen state and punishment as we would have inherited his gifts had he been obedient to God. This state in which we are born is called original sin because it is inherited by us through our origin or descent from Adam.” (Father Smith Instructs Jackson, Page 14-15, Published July 20, 1954, Our Sunday Visitor Press)

The Roman Catholic Church as a place defines limbo “for unbaptized persons of infant status—a state of rest and natural happiness—has never been formally defined.” (Page 27, Catholic Word Book, Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., 1972)  When an unbaptized infant dies they go to Limbo.

From whence, what source the contemplation of Limbo? Where did the idea of Limbo come from? “…the Catholic Church bases some of her teaching on Tradition.”  They teach that the Catholic Church, “have the guidance of the Holy Spirit…Remember that the Tradition which we believe contains the word of God is Divine Tradition, not human. Divine Tradition is the divinely revealed truth taught orally by Christ and His Apostles which is not found in the Bible…”  In other words they uphold and instruct, “If the Catholic Church cannot decide, none can.” (Chapter XI, Father Smith Instructs Jackson)  

Now this so called “Divine Tradition” unknown in the Bible can be changed, revised by men?  Is not “Divine Tradition” doctrine, which is “divinely revealed truth taught orally by Christ and His Apostles”? The very idea that mere men receive “guidance of the Holy Spirit” truly is exaltation of humans. Does not the Mormon Church, Pentecostalism and a host of other religious movements teach “guidance of the Holy Spirit”? “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1) How can one “try the spirits” other than by examining what is written in the Word of God, the Bible? All this should make many rethink were in they stand.

Limbo, therefore, is a tradition, teaching of the Roman Church, now being revised.  It does not matter that the Bible never said anything about “inheriting sin, original sin” nor “Limbo” or a host of other traditions/teachings of the Roman Church. “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (Matthew 15:9)  By true inspiration the Apostle Paul wrote, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)  The “word of truth” does not change per revisions by clergymen, flesh and blood men. We dare not add or subtract from the Word of God.  (Reference: Galatians 1:6-9) 

Sin that is inherited from Adam called “original sin” is a false doctrine. “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me; for such is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:13) “Behold all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4)  Notice, “the soul that sinneth, it shall die”… pray tell, I implore, what sin did infants commit? 

NOTE:  For further study on this subject see essays entitled “Infants and Original Sin” and “Exaltation of Men”.
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