LOYALTY

Donald R. Fox

 I was born and grew up in Brooklyn, New York. I was an avid sandlot baseball player.  Most of us boys were very loyal Brooklyn Dodger Baseball fans.  What a great team and fun to watch. All us boys played for and were members of the PAL (Police Athletic League). We were given free baseball tickets to see the Dodgers.  We spent many a day at ole Ebbets Field to watch our favorite team. What fun we had sitting high up in the left field “bleachers." The players were colorful, Pee Wee Reese, Jackie Robinson, Duke Snider, Gil Hodges, Don Newcombe, the whole lot of them, the “Boys of Summer."   For the Flatbush Avenue faithful the cry was always “wait till next year."  They were the lovable “Bums of Brooklyn."  We were loyal to our team. They won the World Series in 1955. The Dodgers moved to Los Angeles October 1957, an end to a great era of baseball at its best.

Christians must be loyal to our God, our Creator. To be loyal is to be faithful.  A person of faith will be obedient to God thus salvation is promised.  “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth…” (Romans 1:16)  “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God.” (Romans 5:1)  Loyalty, faithfulness to our God, Country, Family, Friends and things that are good and just in the sight of God should be are aim.

Loyalty is good. However, sometimes misplaced.  Many times Christians show a greater, undeserving loyalty toward civic clubs, secret organizations, political parties, family ties and etcetera more than they do to God Almighty.  We know this is true because of the fruit they produce.  “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew 7:20)

A very early Christian, Polycarp of Smyrna (A.D. 65/70-155?) was loyal and faithful unto the end. (See Revelation 2:10)  This steadfast Christian refused to revile our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Before being burned as a Martyr, he uttered these words, “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never did me any injury: how then I blaspheme my King and my Saviour?”  (The Martyrdom of Polycarp, Page 41, Vol. 1, Ante-Nicene Fathers)

Let us all serve our Lord and Saviour with true loyalty, faithfulness.
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