Mark 16:9-20
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Have you ever noticed that the newer versions of the New Testament have a margin note concerning Mark 16:9-20?  The margin note may read something like, “The two oldest Greek manuscripts, and some other authorities, omit from ver. 9 to the end. Some other authorities have a different ending to the Gospel.” (American Standard Version, A.D. 1900)  Over the years this omitting of verses 9-20 has been discussed and studied. I have wondered if some use this marginal note as a deceiving way to disregard Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  

Let us study the proposition: Is Mark 16:9-20 genuine and should it be part of the New Testament?  The following evidences are submitted for the passage in question, that it is indeed genuine and therefore part of the New Testament.

In reference to verses 9-20: “It is omitted from a few of the manuscripts, and among these are the Vatican and the Sinaitic, two of the oldest and best manuscripts.  On the other hand the passage is found in nearly all of the other ancient manuscripts, including the Alexandrian.  It is also cited by Irenaeus and Tataian of the second century and by Hyppolytus and Dyonisus of Alexandria, of the third century, all of whom lived before the earliest existing manuscript was written. Irenaeus of the second century says that Mark wrote it.” (Genuineness of Mark 16:9-20, by James M. Benson, Gospel Advocate, page 366, June 5, 1952)

The two oldest manuscripts noted above that “omit from ver. 9 to the end.” are considered 4th Century documents.  The most ancient manuscripts, “the Peshito Syriac, the Old Italic, the Sahidic, and the Coptic all of which were in existence earlier than the Sinaitic and the Vatican manuscripts, and before the time of Jerome who criticized the passage.” (James M. Benson) and these manuscripts contained verses 9-20 and are from the 2d and 3d Century.  Irenaeus (A.D. 120-202) states, “towards the conclusion of his Gospel, Mark says: “So then, after the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God;” (Page 326, Vol. l, Anti-Nicene Fathers, Irenaeus Against Heresies). Thus, verse 19 is quoted by Irenaeus. This and much more evidence is proof positive that Mark 16:9-20 is truly part of the New Testament of Jesus Christ.  Why should anyone deny it?

INFORMATIONAL SUPPLEMENT

Two oldest manuscripts that omit Mark 16:9-20:  (1) Vatican (2) Sinaitic, (Both from the 4th Century)

Four oldest manuscripts that have verses 9-20: (1) Peshito Syriac  (2) Old Italic  (3) Sahidic  (4) Coptic (All from 2d and 3d Century)

A Few Additional Manuscripts that contain verses 9-20:  (1) The Codex Alexandrinus, 5th Century  (2) Ephraemi Rescriptus, 5th Century, Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis, 5th Century, etc. (Reference: Critical Problem: Inclusion of Mark 16:9-20, page 2, Kyle Moses, April 19, 2004)

Additional Resource References:  (1) Cyclopedia of Biblical Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature by McClintock and Strong  (2) New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge  (3) Halley’s Bible Handbook, pages 753-754, as relates to age of manuscripts.  (4) The Last Twelve Verses of the Gospel According To S. Mark by John W. Burgon  (5) History of the Christian Church, by Philip Schaff, Vol 1, pages 643-647 

Church Fathers:  Irenaeus (A.D. 120-202); Tataian (A.D. 110-172); Hyppoltus (A.D. 170-265); Dyonisius (A.D. 200-265) Jerome (A.D. 345-420)

NOTE:  For additional study on this subject please see essay entitled “BEN BOGARD AND MARK 16:9-20.
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