MAYFLOWER COVENANT
(The beginning of our heritage)

Donald R. Fox

For whatever reasons there are recent discussions concerning the USA being or not being a Christian Nation.  For a very long time most of us have recognized the United State of America as a nation that was founded on Judea-Christian Principles.  Maybe some would like to secularize the USA?  In my opinion it seems that this is the case.  Why the debate concerning our heritage?

The following is a very early covenant written and signed by forty-one men aboard the Mayflower.  It spells out in simple language their desire and what they wanted to accomplish in the New World. 

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT (November 11, 1620)

"In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, e&. Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; do by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini, 1620." 

“There followed the signatures of 41 of the 102 passengers, 37 of whom were Separatists fleeing religious persecution in Europe. This compact established the first basis in the new world for written laws. Half of the colony failed to survive the first winter, but the remainder lived on and prospered.”  (Reference: The History Place) (Underlining for emphasis. DRF)

You will notice in this covenant the Pilgrims desired to govern in such a way as to make “advancement of the Christian Faith” in the New World, America. It has always been my understanding that the phrase Christian Nation meant that the United States of America endeavors to practice Christian Principles, such as the Golden Rule. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12) (KJV)
Our history proves that we have endeavored to be a benevolent nation.  We are not free from mistakes and as I have stated in other essays, I do not know of any perfect peoples or nations. Mere men make mistakes and they sin.  A Christian Nation does not mean that their government is free from human error.  

Please notice the following interesting quote, "Morality rests upon Law, Law is subject to the Authority of Morality: Law is the Basis of Morality, but Morality is the Standard of Law. Law is fixed for the moment, and Morality supposes its fixity: but Morality is a supreme and eternal Rule, which Law must recognize. Law must always attempt to conform to Morality." (Reference Page 331, Chap. XIX, Standards of Morality, The Elements of Morality, Vol 1, published 1857 by William Whewell) (Underlining for emphasis. DRF)    

Whewell, an English clergyman, was presenting Christian Principles and morality, and applied them to civil government.  Western culture to include America struggled with issues such as slavery.  They understood that such things were wrong and against Christian Morality. In the passing of time many of these issues were corrected. The Revolutionary War and our Declaration of Independence made us a new nation in the new world. 

“Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.” (Psalm 119:35) (KJV)

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105) (KJV)
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