MINDSET OF WW II AND OUR CURRENT TIMES

DONALD R. FOX

With this essay, it is my desire to draw a comparison with the World War II era and our present time. Please observe that there are no periods of human history that are perfect.  That we can count on! I used the word mindset to try to show the frame of mind, we Americans had during the war years of the 1940’s and now in our current times. The World War II age group is now called the greatest generation.  For the most part, these were raised during the great depression years and before.  Younger folks need to understand and learn from this bygone time.

December 7th, 1941, a date my generation cannot forget.  Young and old men lined up to volunteer for the Armed Forces.  Within a very short time the cream of our men was in uniform. Sport heroes and established movie stars, some over the hill, age wise, volunteered to defend our nation.  My own Father, age 43, with a wife and five children, a World War One combat veteran, wounded twice in France, enlisted in the Army Air Force. We displayed a star in our window, indicating one person was serving.  Soon we started to see gold stars in our neighbor’s windows, signifying that they had lost a loved one in service to our country.

Almost overnight our peacetime factories were converted, re-tooled to produce equipment to defend our nation.  Civilian car production was halted.    Rationing of food products: meats, sugar, coffee, etc. and other items such as gasoline, car tires were commonplace.  Everything changed, victory gardens sprung up in cities like New York. Cooking grease was collected and turned into the butcher shops. This used grease would be used to produce explosives. Recycling of old tires, metal and other items were collected by us young kids. In big cites, especially on the east and west coast, we had air raid warnings; these were very common. Older men were diligent air raid wardens!  Women rolled up their sleeves, replacing men who went to war, working 24-hour shifts in our defense plants. All this and more, without an outcry from those left behind within the borders of the USA.  The complete home front was basically wholeheartedly in support. Our goal of defeating those that had waged war against us and to bring about peace was definite.  Our Presidents Roosevelt and then Truman led our nation with firmness and strength of mind, coupled with compassion. They and we citizens were of one mind to stay the course and to get the job done. What a wonderful and united mindset!

Since 1979 there has been many Acts of War committed against our great nation.  It was not until September 11th, 2001 that many Americans could say, “We are at war.”  Some Americans still cannot bring themselves to say that we are at war.  Many would rather bury their head in the sand, hoping our enemies will just go away.  Submissiveness and overlooking evil will never work!

After the attack of 9-11, President Bush stated that it would take many years to defeat such a type of enemies. If one does not know who the enemy is, it is radical Orthodox Islamic terrorism. Their aim is to destroy western culture and us. We Americans are impatient people!  We desire things to change overnight!  Defeating terrorism will take many years. You can mark that down!

We are not united as a people; however, I believe that many of us support our mission to defeat the enemy.  It is my belief that some speak words of treason! Some in Hollywood and others have given aid and comfort to our enemy by their words and deeds.  A few even have tried to blame the USA and our foreign policies as the cause for 9-11. In other words, we are bullying and asked for the terrorist attacks on our shores because of our policies.  Shame on them! Do you suppose the Islamic terrorists take note of such?  

Some if not all of our present day media reporters, are products of the 1960’s and the following decaying decades with its new morality.  Changes of long held moral/ethical standards within our society have corroded over the past fifty years or so. These changes are very apparent to us older citizens. We live in a very spoiled and anything goes time. The production of slanted media news is common. We have come to the conclusion, because of the evidence, that our major news networks are basically liberal minded!  The news we receive is not pure and with the desired aim of making political and ideological gains.  We wonder if the news media realize that they instill confusion and discontent among the public in general?  It also seems that some Americans hate their own country.  Sad indeed!

I long for the mindset and the unities our citizenship enjoyed during World War Two!  I will support our governmental policies as long as these guiding principles are in tune with goals that will establish peace and defeat of terrorism. I will support our Armed Forces.  I will condemn evil terrorism, and I will blame them for the present worldwide havoc and terror.   I will remain stable and steadfast with a prayer that we will unite as One Nation Under God.  

OBSERVATION:  Christians may ask: “What do I owe to my God and to my country?”  In simple terms, Christians are guided by two principles.  Number 1:  We are instructed to respect and obey the government.  “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers; for there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” (Romans 13:1) “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to who fear; honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13:7)   Number 2:  A similar principle is that God’s law is always supreme to civil law when there is a conflict between the two.  “…We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

NOTE: See Essay entitled “PROFESSORS AND 9/11” for additional study on this subject.  Also:  http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=07DGeLvDw8I  (North Platte Canteen)

NOTE: An interesting fact based movie released in 1945, “The House on 92d Street” deals with subversive activates, spying prior to WW2 and into the war years. It shows how our Government during this time period dealt to traitors and spies. A different mind-set during this era.    See:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_House_on_92nd_Street  
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