MISCHIEVOUS BEHAVIOR

DONALD R. FOX

 It was 6:20PM as my wife and I started toward the church building for Wednesday Night Bible Study, 23 July 2008.  We like to take the old country road toward the church building. The road is little traveled, especially at that time of night.  We made a hard right turn on the small road, and the beginning of a straight stretch for about 400 yards. Suddenly, at that point we got into a lot of broken glass on the road.  Dodging the huge amount of glass we noticed two boys about 300 yards away, breaking glass.  The entire road was littered with broken glass.  I blew my car horn at them.  One ran and hid in the soybean field next to the road. The other froze and waited for us to get to him.  With adult authority we said, “Why have you done this? We are going to notify the police.  We see you out in that field!”  “He did it!” the other boy said, pointing to the soybean field.  Shirley, my wife, being somewhat angry said, “You better start picking up this glass! We are on our way to the police.” We drove to the police station and reported the problem. This old country road was now very dangerous for motorists as well as others that jog/walk this quiet road.

Why did these boys play in such a mischievous way?  Surely they knew better! Surely they knew it was wrong! Did they not care?  Why was this fun for them?  Why didn’t they exhaust themselves in healthy activities such as playing ball and the like?  Why the damaging and malice behavior?  Truthfully, I do not have an answer to these questions.   

Unruly and unprincipled people are inclined to sin. “It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of understanding hath wisdom.” (Proverbs 10:23) “A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.” (Proverbs 15:5) “Devise not evil against thy neighbor, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.” “Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, O Lord.” (Psalm 25:7)

Do I think these boys are wicked sinners? No, I do not!  Are they beginning to enjoy, and are they inclined toward mischief?  Yes, I think so! They need to be disciplined!  A greater need is for them to learn what is civil behavior and conduct. If they don’t and if they continue and grow in this mischievous behavior, well you know, the rest of the story. “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;” (Ecclesiastes 12:1)
“Let love be without dissimulation. (hypocrisy – ASV)  Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good.  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;”    (Romans 12:9-10)
These youngsters practiced malice and unkindness toward their fellow neighbors!  They broke the law!   Love for their fellow man is greatly needed.  We pray for them that they would put away such mischief before it grows to flagrant lawlessness.

NOTE:  Some may think I should have not taken the time to write an essay about the tomfoolery of these boys.  As kids, some of us have done things that were out of order.  Early youthful corrections can turn-around wrong behavior.  See essay entitled: “DO NOT STEAL” as it pertains to my early life of crime, pun intended. Read it before you make any harsh judgment of Don Fox.
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